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SECTION I 
INTRODUCTION 
The Context 
The successful delivery of human services requires rational program 
planning. Rational program planning, in turn, requires evaluation of 
1) the needs of targeted client groups, 2) the availability of established 
services to the potential clients, and 3) the utilization of available 
services by the client population(s). The success of human service delivery 
systems, therefore, must incorporate the assessment of public programs in 
terms of the correspondence between client needs and ser~ice provision and 
usage. 
Lack of participation in established programs may be attributed to a 
wide variety of cultural, economic, spatial, and/or structural factors; 
those factors may serve as direct or indirect barriers to participation. 
Agencies responsible for program administration and service delivery may 
be unaware of the existence or extent of such barriers or of the options 
available to overcome such barriers, or they may be unconcerned with such 
considerations. In any case, public programs which fail to reach identi-
fiable groups in need cannot be considered successful. Therefore, the 
assessment of program participation is a primary requisite for rational 
program planning and development in the human service field. 
Purpose 
This study constitutes a needs assessment of one specific client group--
older Hispanics. The focus of the report is to determine: 
1. the degree to which older Hispanics are aware of and participate 
in available services for the elderly; and 
2. the factors contributing to the use or non-use of those services 
by older Hispanics. 
Contributing factors may include the demographic, residential, inter-
action, and attitudinal characteristics of the older Hispanics. Therefore, 
this analysis determines: 1) the demographic and residential characteristics 
of the population; 2) their interaction characteristics including types of 
communication, transportation, and activity networks upon which they rely; 
1 
and 3) the population's attitudes, with particular reference to their 
perceptions of the seriousness of selected problem areas for themselves 
and their community. 
Patterns in the data base are noted and compared with the tendencies 
of other relevant groups and areas. Particularly important are the 
comparisons between the study subjects and the population of older 
Nebraskans. 1 
Identification of Study Subjects 
The characteristic labels used to identify the study subjects of this 
report were selected purposefully. The study subjects are distinct in 
their ethnicity, age, and location and are labeled accordingly as older 
Hispanics. The definitions and rationale for the use of those labels follow. 
Hispanic. The use of the term Hispanic to describe the study subjects' 
ethnicity is based upon both the literature consulted and the responses of 
the subjects themselves. Hispanic is the most objective general term in 
usage and "is a purely cultural term with no national or racial overtones" 
(Campa, 1979). Hispanic, therefore, serves here as the label in identifying 
individuals with distinctively Spanish cultural identity, according to 
language usage, values, etc. 
The avoidance of distinctions among Hispanics of different national 
origins was purposeful in order to avoid prejudging the origins of the 
study subjects. Subsequently, all of the study subjects in Omaha and the 
Scottsbluff area proved to be of Mexican origins. In Lincoln in addition 
to Mexican-Americans, six Cuban Americans and three persons from other 
Latin American countries were surveyed. A comparison of the demographics 
of all Lincoln Hispanics to those of Lincoln Mexican-Americans alone 
demonstrates that no marked differences occur between Lincoln's Mexican-
Americans and other Hispanics demographically. (A slightly greater propor-
tion of Cuban Americans are Protestant, speak only Spanish, and are widowed. 
Fewer are working.) 
The term Chicano was purposely avoided in this report because of its 
political connotations and because it was rejected unanimously as a self-
identifying label by the study subjects. 
1Research Associates of Lincoln, Nebraska published a series of area 
reports (on behalf of the Nebraska Commission on Aging) in 1978 reporting 
upon the attitudes of Nebraska's older citizens. The results of this 
analysis are compared to the reported results of the Research Associates' 
analysis throughout this report. 
2 
Older. The term "older" was selected to identify the study subjects' 
age group. That label was selected over the alternative "elderly" label 
because some persons in that age group consider the elderly label as 
offensive. Additionally, the entrance age for inclusion of persons into 
the "older" group was set at 60 years. The rationale for selecting age 60 
over other traditional breaking points--62, 65, or 70--was to separate the 
reference point from a retirement context and to enable comparisons between 
the results of this study and a similar study of older Nebraska citizens 
conducted for the Nebraska Commission on Aging (Research Associates, 1978a 
and b). 
Location. The selection of study subjects was limited to those older 
Hispanics residing in three specific locations--the City of Omaha, the City 
of Lincoln, and in Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska. Older Hispanics from all 
sections of the city were surveyed in Lincoln. In Omaha the target population 
was predominantly from the extreme southeast sector of the city, traditionally 
known as South Omaha, where the greatest proportion of Omaha's Hispanic 
community lives. In the Scottsbluff area, respondents were selected from 
the City of Scottsbluff, the City of Gering, and several outlying communities 
within Scotts Bluff County. A comparison of the demographics of all 
Scottsbluff area Hispanics surveyed to those of Hispanics living in the City 
of Scottsbluff alone demonstrates virtually identical demographic character-
istics between older Hispanics in the City of Scottsbluff and older Hispanics 
elsewhere in Scotts Bluff County (Gering and outlying communities). 
The study subjects of this report are, therefore, a sampling of older 
(60 or more years of age) Hispanics, predominantly Mexican-Americans residing 
within the city limits of Omaha, the city limits of Lincoln, and the county 
limits of Scotts Bluff County (including Gering, Scottsbluff, and outlying 
areas). 
The term "Scottsbluff" as used in the balance of this report means the City 
of Scottsbluff, the City of Gering, plus some other communities within Scotts 
Bluff County. 
3 
SECTION II 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The findings of this study are summarized in this section of the report. 
The organization of this summary parallels five of the sections to follow--
Demographic Characteristics (Section IV), Residential/Environmental 
Characteristics (Section V), Interactions (Section VI), Service Utilization 
(Section VII), and Attitudes of Older Hispanics (Section VIII). 
Demographic Characteristics 
Most of the older Hispanic population were born in Mexico, (Omaha, 79 
percent;, Scottsbluff, 72 percent; and Lincoln, 44 percent). In Lincoln, 
another 17 percent were born in Cuba, and 8 percent were born in other Latin 
American countries. lihen asked how they would identify themselves when 
referring to their ethnic heritage, most older Hispanics in Omaha and 
Scottsbluff preferred to be identified as "Mexicans" (Omaha, 53 percent 
and Scottsbluff, 55 percent). Most older Lincoln Hispanics preferred to be 
identified ethnically as "Mexican-Americans" (43 percent). The terms 
"Hispanic" and 11 Cubano" were each cited by 13 percent of older Lincoln 
Hispanics as their preferred ethnic identities. 
Older Lincoln Hispanics received relatively higher levels of formal 
education than did either the Scottsbluff or Omaha groups. Only 15 percent 
of older Lincoln Hispanics reported they had received 11no formal education11 
compared to 43 percent in Scottsbluff and 37 percent in Omaha. However, 
only a small proportion of older Lincoln and Omaha Hispanics were illiterate 
(5 percent and 11 percent, respectively) while 23 percent of those in 
Scottsbluff reported they could not read. The greater proportion in 
Lincoln and Omaha were bilingual. 
Seventy-one percent of older Omaha Hispanics were retired compared to 
52 percent of those from Scottsbluff and 45 percent from Lincoln. Current 
and former older Omaha workers were employed predominantly as 11 operatives 11 
(74 percent), and another 18 percent were employed as "service workers." 
Older Lincoln Hispanics were both currently and formerly employed pre-
dominantly as "farm workers" (34 percent) or "laborers" (33 percent). In 
excess of 90 percent of older Omaha and Lincoln Hispanics had household 
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incomes which fell below "low income" levels, according to HUD guidelines. 
All of the older Scottsbluff Hispanic households fell within the low 
income status category. 
Thirty-three percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics, 28 percent from 
Lincoln, and 27 percent from Omaha lived alone in single-person households. 
Nearly half were currently married and living with spouses (Omaha, 47 
percent; Scottsbluff, 46 percent; and Lincoln, 42 percent). Slightly more 
males were found within the older Omaha Hispanic population, and more 
females were found within the older Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanic 
populations. 
Residential Characteristics 
Older Hispanic populations were relatively more concentrated within 
specific neighborhoods in Scottsbluff and Omaha and relatively dispersed 
in Lincoln. Older Hispanics resided predominantly in individual private 
homes (Omaha, 89 percent; Scottsbluff, 86 percent; Lincoln, 81 percent), 
and the greatest proportion of older Hispanics owned their own homes 
(Omaha, 73 percent; Lincoln, 56 percent; Scottsbluff, 52 percent). 
Older Hispanics have lived in their present residences for relatively 
long periods of time. For example, 57 percent of older Omaha Hispanics, 
39 percent of those in Scottsbluff, and nearly 30 percent of those in 
Lincoln have been living at their present locations 20 or more years. 
Interactions 
Older Hispanics in this survey were found to be physically mobile and 
socially active. The majority got out of their homes at least several 
times per week (Omaha, 89 percent; Lincoln, 76 percent; Scottsbluff, 73 
percent). Some walked to get around (Omaha, 26 percent; Lincoln, 18 
percent; Scottsbluff, 17 percent), but the greatest proportion were driven 
by family or friends (Scottsbluff, 56 percent; Lincoln, 50 percent; Omaha, 
41 percent). 
Older Hispanics visited with relatives more frequently than with friends. 
Seventy-six percent of older Omaha Hispanics visited with family members 
regularly/often, while 24 percent visited with friends regularly/often. 
Sixty-nine percent of older Lincoln Hispanics visited with family members 
regularly/often, while 28 percent visited with friends regularly/often. In 
Scottsbluff, 60 percent of the older Hispanics visited with family members 
regularly/often, while 29 percent visited with friends regularly/often. 
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Most older Hispanics dined with others. Most, in fact, ate their main 
meals with relatives (Omaha, 66 percent; Lincoln, 61 percent; Scottsbluff, 
57 percent). Quite a few, however, did dine alone (Scottsbluff, 32 percent; 
Lincoln, 30 percent; Omaha, 25 percent). Additionally, some older Hispanics 
ate meals away from home regularly/often (Omaha, 40 percent; Scottsbluff, 
31 percent; Lincoln, 29 percent). 
Older Hispanics enjoyed many and varied activities in and away from 
their homes. Entertainment (radio, music, and T.V.) was the most frequently 
cited ·category as an activity enjoyed at home, Gardening and chores were 
also frequently mentioned as "at home" activities. All older Hispanics 
reported enjoying about the same activities "away from home. 11 Outdoor 
activities, picnics, park visits, walks, sight-seeing, socializing (visiting), 
and entertainment (~ovies), music/dancing, bingo, and eating out were the 
most frequently cited "away from home" activities .. Spanish-language enter-
tainment, particularly movies, was the most 11 desired activity" by older 
Omaha Hispanics. Chores and gardening/outdoors were mentioned as most 
rrdesired 11 activities by older Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics, respectively. 
The communications media were patronized unevenly by older Hispanics. 
Television was patronized most by older Omaha (90 percent) and Lincoln 
Hispanics (70 percent). Older Scottsbluff Hispanics patronized newspapers 
most (32 percent). Magazines were least patronized by residents of Lincoln 
and Omaha (JO percent and 25 percent, respectively), while those in Scotts-
bluff used radio the least (14 percent). However, of the media printed or 
broadcast in Spanish, newspapers were most patronized by older Omaha and 
Lincoln Hispanics, and television was most patronized by those in 
Scottsbluff. 
Service Utilization 
Health Services. Medical/health services were utilized by most older 
Hispanics, and treatment was sought at a rate greater than the frequency 
of illness in both Lincoln and Omaha. Health checkups were received by 
73 percent of older Omaha Hispanics, 60 percent of those in Lincoln and 
40 percent of Scottsbluff residents. Private doctors were used by the 
greatest proportion of older Lincoln and Omaha Hispanics (77 percent and 
70 percent, respectively), but only 44 percent of those in Scottsbluff 
used them. However, hospital services were used by 32 percent of older 
Omaha Hispanics, 30 percent of the Lincoln group, and 25 percent of 
7 
Scottsbluff's residents. Very few acknowledged the use of curanderos 
(4 percent in Omaha, 1 percent in Scottsbluff, and 10 percent in Lincoln). 
A majority of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff and Omaha (60 percent and 
53 percent, respectively) paid for medical services with Medicare; Lincoln 
respondents used Medicare second most, after the use of cash for payment. 
However, a sizable proportion of older Hispanics used more than one manner 
of payment for medical services. Few problems were cited in acquisition of 
health services. Older Hispanics in Scottsbluff reported the greatest 
frequency of problems. Those few problems encountered included cost and 
availability of transportation and Spanish-speaking personnel. 
Legal Services. Very few older Hispanics encountered legal problems 
during the past year (Omaha, 8 percent; Scottsbluff, 5 percent; Lincoln, 3 
percent). A majority of Omaha residents voiced their preference for using 
a lawyer as their best source of legal advice. In Lincoln and Scottsbluff 
lawyers and family members were about equally selected as the preferred 
source of legal counsel among older Hispanics. 
A greater proportion of Omaha older Hispanics (52 percent) were registered 
to vote than were those in Lincoln (40 percent) or Scottsbluff (36 percent). 
Public Programs. Social security was the only one of the 15 public 
programs examined in this analysis used by a majority of older Hispanics. 
(Omaha, 78 percent; Lincoln, 63 percent; Scottsbluff, 59 percent). Only three 
programs were used by as many as 10 percent of respondents at all three 
locations -- the Social Security program, Food Stamp program, and Senior 
Citizens Center program. 
Compared to older Nebraskans, older Omaha Hispanics participated less 
in 6 of the 15 public programs while those living in Lincoln and Scottsbluff 
participated less in 4. Compared to older Nebraskans, older Omaha Hispanics 
participated more in 8 of the 15 programs while Lincoln and Scottsbluff 
residents participated more in 10. 
Programs with greater Hispanic participation tended to be of the health 
and interaction types while those with relatively less Hispanic participation 
tended to be of the financial and residential types. The financial needs 
of older Hispanics suggest an under-utilization of public programs by older 
Hispanics, particularly of the residential type programs. 
The awareness of public programs by older Omaha and Scottsbluff Hispanics 
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as compared to older Nebraskans was even less than their degree of partici-
pation. Older Omaha Hispanics were less aware of 10 of the 15 programs while 
those in Scottsbluff were less aware of 9 of the 15 programs than were older 
Nebraskans. Older Lincoln Hispanics seemed to be better informed about 
programs and were unaware of only 4 of the 15 programs. 
Attitudes 
Older Hispanics in all three locations evaluated 16 potential problem 
areas as more serious for the Hispanic community in general than for them-
selves. The seriousness of the problem areas to older Hispanics varied 
widely among the three locations. Scottsbluff's residents clearly considered 
the problem areas to be most serious. Culture loss, language, alcohol, and/ 
or drugs occurred within the top five rankings of problem areas for each of 
the locations. Housing and employment appeared among the top five problem 
areas for Lincoln and Scottsbluff but not for Omaha. Education was among 
the top five in Omaha and Lincoln but not in Scottsbluff. 
A greater proportion of older Hispanics in each location viewed the 
problems as somewhat or very serious than did older Nebraskans for each 
problem area examined. All older Hispanics and older Nebraskans rated 
transportation as among the top four problems in seriousness. Three of the 
four groups considered employment and crime to be among the top four problems. 
The exceptions were Omaha for employment and Lincoln for crime. 
Older Hispanics also were less positive in their general life attitudes 
than were older Nebraskans in general. Greater proportions of older Hispanics, 
as compared to older Nebraskans, states that they were not satisfied with 
their lives, were lonely, and were not experiencing satisfactory levels of 
activity. 
Conclusions 
Analysis of the responses of those surveyed for this report demonstrates 
several areas of need among the older Hispanic population. Comparisons of 
the espoused needs of older Hispanics with the needs of other older Nebraskans 
reinforces the fact that relatively greater needs occur among Hispanics as 
compared to the general population. 
The most significant of the documented needs for older Hispanics were 
financial. The proportion of older Hispanics (90 percent to 100 percent) 
subsisting below low income level demonstrates the extent and severity of 
the financial problems faced by the group. In addition, almost all other 
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aspects of living, including activities and services that involve payments, 
were impacted by the financial status of the older Hispanics. 
The older Hispanic population, though relatively active, includes 
members who are in need of (and desire) specific activities and services. 
The need for those activities and services may be attributed to various 
conditions, including problems of health, income, transportation, and 
communication (language). Findings, such as the fact that from 25 to 32 
percent of older Hispanics dined alone and that only 24 to 28 percent 
visited regularly ?r often with friends, demonstrate the need for greater 
interaction and activities. 
Most importantly for the purposes of this report, older Hispanics have 
a demonstrated need for available public program services. Their awareness 
of and participation in public programs were less than should be expected. 
With participation rates of less than 16 percent for 14 of the 15 programs 
examined in Omaha, for 12 of the 15 programs in Lincoln, and for 7 of the 
15 in Scottsbluff, the public services were clearly under-utilized by older 
Hispanics. Moreover, compared to other older Nebraskans, the majority of 
older Hispanics were less aware of up to 10 out of 15 programs and partici-
pated less in from 4 to 6 of the programs. Ironically, the financial and 
residential programs for which older Hispanics had the greatest need were 
those very programs least utilized. 
The need for greater knowledge of and participation in public service 
programs by older Hispanics suggests the necessity for better dissemination 
of information on ~those programs. That information should be available in 
Spanish as well as English, so that those who have difficulty with English 
may also receive first-hand information. 1 In addition, the financial needs 
of older Hispanics suggest the necessity for greater efforts at locating 
and encouraging older Hispanics to make use of those public programs for 
which they qualify. 
1
similar conclusions were reached based upon the perspective of Omaha's 
service providers and leaders in the Hispanic community (Burch, 1979). 
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SECTION III 
THE COMPARATIVE CONTEXT--HISPANICS IN THE 1970'S 
National Numbers and Growth 
Hispanics and the elderly are two groups that continue to increase in 
significance as a proportion of the total United States population. However, 
acquiring up-to-date information on the size of the older Hispanic population 
is difficult, particularly at the local level. The difficulty in acquiring 
1 data increases both with the recency and the specificity of the data sought. 
Nevertheless, examination of those available data is worthwhile in order to 
gain a comparative appreciation of the numbers involved. 
Older Americans. The total United States population grew at a rate of 
6.7 percent between 1970 and 1977. During the same period, the 65 and over 
age group grew by 17.6 percent (3.5 million), making that age group the 
second fastest growing group--second only to the 25 to 34 year age group 
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1978a, p. 1). In fact, the 65 and over age 
group has doubled in size from 12 million in 1950 to 24 million in 1978 
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1978a, p. 1). The seriousness of the continued, 
significant growth among the older population becomes apparent when it is 
realized that the programs "designed to meet the financial and medical needs 
of the elderly have already begun to experience strain" because of the 
increase in numbers of elderly (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1979a, p. 1). 
Hispanic Americans. The Hispanic population in the United States has 
also grown significantly during the 1970's. The American population of 
Spanish origins had grown to approximately 12 million by March of 1978 (U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1978b, p. 1). Census estimates suggest that the 
population of Spanish origins had grown by more than 23 percent from 1970 
to 1976, while the total American population had grown by only 4 percent 
(derived from Tables 1 and 2). Thus, the population of Spanish origins 
comprises an increasing proportion of the total United States population, 
1Additional problems exist in the margin of error in Census statistics 
and in the undercount by the Census of certain groups. The Bureau of the 
Census estimated an undercount of 2 percent for the elderly in 1970 (U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 5), and 14 percent 
for Hispanics in 1970 (Crewdson, 1979, p. E2307). 
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Total Population 
Male 
Female 
Population of 
Spanish·Language/ 
Spanish·Drlgin• 
Ma/CI 
Omah 01!/ 
346,929 
165,257 (47.6%) 
182,071 
6.490 11.9% of Tot. I 
3,156 148.6%) 
3,334 
Douglas County!/ 
389,056 
186,618 (47.9%) 
202,837 
7,055 (1.8% of Tot,) 
3,493 (49.5%) 
3,582 
TABLE 1 
COMPARATIVE FIGURES FDA HISPANIC AND OLDER POPULATIONS IN SPECIFIED AREAS, 1970 
·--
Lincoln E./ Lancaster Cuunty!!/ Scottsbluff E./ Scotts 81 uff County.£! Nebrask~/ !/ United States!/ 11 
149,518 167,972 14,507 36,432 1,482,412 203.211,926 
72,342 (48.4%) 81.832 (48.7%) 6.861 (47.3%) 17,986 (49.5%) 724,033 (48.8%) 98.912,192 148.7%) 
77,176 86,140 7,646 18.446 758,379 104,299,734 
1,886 l1.3%ofTot.) 2,113 (1.3%ofTot.) 1.711 (11.8%otTot.l 3,295 19.0% of Tot. I 20,749 11.4% of Tot.) 9.072,602 14.4% of Tot.) 
1,002 153.1%) 1,099 152.0%) 799 (46. 7%) 1,602 148.6%) 10,014 148.3%) 4.452,978 (49.1%) 
8B4 1,014 912 1,693 10,735 4,619,624 Female 
Population of 
Mexican·Drigins 
Male 
6.490 .47% of Tot. 25.1% of Sp, Tot. 7,055 
,43% of Tot. 
23.9% of Sp, Tot. 165 
.'11%ofTot . 633 .38% of Tot. 8.7% of Sp. Tot. 30.0% of Sp Tot. 583 
4.0% of Tot. 1,186 3.3% of Tot. 11,827 .79% of Tot. 4 532 435 2.2% of Tot. 34.1% of Sp Tot. 36.0% of Sp Tot. 57% of Sp Tot. ' ' 49.9% of Sp Tot. 
5.938 (50.2%) 2,245,323 149.5%) 
F~;~male 5,889 2,287.112 
Total Older (60+) 
Population 49,099 114.2% of Tot.) 51,829 (13.3% of Tot. I 20,851 13.9% of Tot. 23.187 13.8% of Tot. 2.442 16.8% of Tot. 5,415 14.9% of Tot. 250,993 (16.9% ot Tot.)28,682,286 (14. 1% of Tot.) 
20,135 (41.0%) 21,481 (41.4%) 8,108 138.9%) 9,275 (40.0%) 1,021 141.8%) 2.425 (44.8%) 110,382 (43.9%) 12,442,680 (43.4%) 
28,964 30;348 12,743 13,912 1.421 2.990 140,611 16,239,606 
Male 
Fan•ale 
. 10%otTot. .09% of Tot • 
.04% of Tot .04% of Tot .89% of Tot .54% of Tot .06% of Tot .29% of Tot 
348 5.4% of Sp. Tot. 367 5.2% of Sp, Tot. 62 3.3% of Sp Tot 62 2.9% of Sp Tot 129 7.5% of Sp Tot 195 5.9% of Sp Tot 913 4.3% of Sp Tot 606,278 6.7% of Sp Tot 
Old.;' Populatior, of 
Spanish· Language/ 
Spanisll·Drigln• ,67% of Old Tot. .75% of Did Tot. 
.30% of Old Tot .27% of Old Tot 5.3% of Old Tot 3.6% of Old Tot .36% of Old Tot 2.1%ofOidTot 
Male 
Female 
Older 
Population of 
Mexican-Origin 
Male 
Female 
197 (57%) 207 156%) 
151 160 
38 161%) 38 (61%) 49 138%) 
24 24 80 
91 (47%) 484 (53%) 
104 429 
283,753 (46.8%) 
322.525 
283,478 
138,862 
144,616 
,14% of Tot 
3.1%ofSpTot 
.99% of Old Tot 
46.8% of Sp Old Tot 
(48.9%) 
• The d<1ta base for Omaha, Douglas County, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Scottsbluff, and Scotts Bluff County is the population of Spanish-speaking people; the dat<l bases for Nebraska and United States is the population of Spanish origil'l$. 
Sources: 
~~U.S. Bureau of the Census, Cenws of Population and Housing: 1970, Census Tracts, PHC(1 1·153, Omaha, Nebraska.fowa SMSA (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Pr'1nt'1ng Office, April. 1972), Tables P·1, P-2, p.7 and P-8. 
!2./ U.S. Bureau of the Census. Census of Popu.lan·on Qnd Housing: 19 70, Cen~us Tracts, PHC( 1 )· 1 14, Lincoft1, NebrtJska (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Ottice, February. 1 972). Table P·l. 
£/U.S, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, GenertJI Population Characteristics, PC(1 )·B29, Nebraska (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. August, 1971 ), Tables 27, 28, 34, and 35. 
E!.l U.S. Bureau of the Census. Census of PopuiDtion: 1970, General Social and t.'conomic Characteristics, PCI 1 l·C29, Nebraska IWashi ngton, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, February, 1972). Tables 45 and 48. 
s:_! U.S. Bureau of the Census. Census of Population: 1970, Subjects Reports, PCI21·1C, Persons of Spanish Origin (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, June, 1973). Tables 1, 2, and 3. 
i./u.S. Bureau of the Census, Cenws of Population: 1970, General Population Characteristics, PC(1 J-81, U11ited States Summarv (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, January, 1972). Tables 52 and 62. 
L --
"' ~ 
TABLE 2 
COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR HISPANIC ANO OLDER POPULATIONS IN SPECIFIED AREAS, 1976" 
West North-Central 
Nebraska United States United States 
Total Population 1,529.000 16.485,000 211,517,000 
Male 736,000 (48.1%) 8,045,000 (48.8%) 102,614,000 (48.5%) 
Female 793,000 8.440,000 108,902,000 
Spanish-Origin Population 24,000 (1.57% ofTot I 139,000 (.84% of Tot) 11,195,000 (5.29% of Totl 
Male 12,000 (50.0%) 69,000 (50.0%) 5.448,000 (48.7%) 
Female 12,000 69,000 5,747,000 
Total Older {65+) Population 182,000 (11.9% of Tot) 1.942,000 (11.8% ofTot) 21,720,000 (10.3% of Tot) 
Male 71,000 (39.0%) 812,000 (41.8%) 8.929,000 (41.1%) 
Female 111,000 1,130,000 12,791,000 
Older (65+) - { .01% o!Tot Pop { .22% o!Tot 
Spanish-Origin 
-
2,000 1.4% ofSp Pop . 474,000 4.2% of Sp Pop 
Population .10% of Old Pop 2.2% of Old Pop 
Male - - 220,000 (46.4%) 
Female - 1.000 254,000 
.. Figures released in intervals of one-thousand, based upon survey of 158,500 households. 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Number 334, "Demographic, Social. and Economic 
Profile of States: Spring, 1976." (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, January, 1979), Table 1. 
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from 4.4 percent of the total in 1970 to 5.3 percent of the total in 1976 
(Tables 1 and 2). 
Mexican-Americans~ Comparative data on Americans of Mexican origins 
are more difficult to acquire in any detail. The difficulty arises from 
the scales at which detailed data are collected and the persistence of 
Mexican nationals entering the United States "without papers" (leading, of 
course, to under-estimations). 
The Census estimates that Americans of Mexican origins totaled 7.2 
million in 1978 (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1978b, p. 1). Mexican-Americans 
are estimated to have increased in number by 60 percent between 1970 (4.5 
million) and 1978 (7.2 million) (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1978b, p. 1, and 
Table 1). The population of Mexican origins has increased more rapidly 
during the 1970's than any other group of Spanish origins. The result is 
that Mexican-Americans have increased as a percentage of all Americans of 
Spanish origins, from 50 percent in 1970 to 60 percent in 1978 (U.S. Bureau 
of the Census, 1978b, p. 1, and Table 1). 
Older Hispanic Americans. A closer examination of the population which 
is both Hispanic and elderly yields a somewhat different impression. 
Analysis of differences in the median age and percent of population 65 or 
more years of age between Hispanics and the total population in the United 
States demonstrates that Spanish-Americans and Mexican-Americans are both 
younger as a group and have fewer elderly among their numbers (U.S. Bureau 
of the Census, 1972a, Table 52; 1973a, Table 3; and 1978b, Table 2). The 
comparison of these data between 1970 and 1978 in Table 3 indicates a general 
increase in the median age of all categories (though most for Mexican-
Americans), indicating a slight aging of the population. Further, these 
comparisons indicate a proportionate increase in the elderly among the general 
population but a proportionate decrease in the elderly among Hispanics. 
TABLE 3 
COMPARISONS OF MEDIAN AGES AND PERCENT 65 OR OLDER, 1970 AND 1978 
Median Age Percent 65+ Years 
1970 1978 CHNG 1970 1978 CHNG 
United States total population 28.1 29.5 +1.4 9.9 10.5 +0.6 
United States population of 
Spanish origin 21.1 22.1 +1.0 4.5 4.3 -0.2 
United States population of 
Mexican origin 19.3 21.3 +2.0 4.2 3.7 -0.5 
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The general trends (indicative of a youthful Hispanic population with 
a declining proportion of elderly) do not suggest an absolute decline in 
the number of older Hispanics. Therefore, although the "older Hispanic" 
population does not account for the sizable increases in either the Hispanic 
or the elderly populations in the United States, the numbers and needs of 
older Hispanics are likely to remain significantly large. 
Omaha Numbers and Growth 
Omaha's population grew from 346,929 people in 1970 to an estimated 
371,012 people in 1976; that growth amounts to an increase in population of 
6.9 percent, or 1.2 percent 
The Omaha SMSA has grown at 
annually (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1979a, p. 12). 
1 
a comparable rate. The City of Omaha and the 
Omaha SMSA have grown, therefore, at a rate greater than that for the nation 
as a whole (.87 percent annually) during the 1970's (U.S. Bureau of the 
Census, 1978a, p. 1). 
Lincoln Numbers and Growth 
Lincoln's population grew from 149,518 people in 1970 to an estimated 
164,035 people in 1976, a growth of 9.7 percent or 1.6 percent annually (U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1979a, p. 17). The Lincoln SMSA grew at a comparable 
rate, and this is greater than that for the nation as a whole. 
Scottsbluff Area Numbers and Growth 
Scotts Bluff County's population increased from 36,432 in 1970 to an 
estimated 36,967 in 1976. This growth represents an increase of 1.5 percent, 
(or . 25 percent annually). The City of Scottsbluff decreased by 12.8 percent 
(or 2.1 percent annually), dropping from 14,507 in 1970 to an estimated 
12,652 in 1976. Gering's population grew from 5,639 in 1970 to an estimated 
6,721 in 1976; that growth amounts to an increase of 19.2 percent (or 3.2 
percent annually (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1979a, p. 21). Gering's 
growth rate exceeded the national rate while Scotts Bluff County's rate 
increase was less. 
Omaha's Older Citizens. Data on the number and growth of Omaha's older 
citizens are available only on a county-wide basis for the late 1970's. Using 
the Douglas County figures, Omaha's older population grew from 1970 to 1976; 
1An SMSA (Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area) as defined by the Bureau 
of the Census is an area of one or more counties focused upon a city with 
population of 50,000 or more. 
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the population of those 60 or more years grew at a rate of 5 percent, and the 
65 or greater age group grew by 6.9 percent (U.S. Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 72). The growth of the older population is 
occurring at the same rate as that for the total county population. Con-
sequently, the proportion of the county population who are older (60+) 
remained about the same from 1970 (13.3 percent) to 1976 (13.1 percent) (U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 72, and Table. 1). 
Compared to national averages, Douglas County's older (60+) population 
has grown more slowly (5.0 percent) than the national rate (12.7 percent) 
from 1970 to 1976; consequently, the proportion of the total population who 
are elderly has increased nationally (from 14.1 percent in 1970 to 15.0 
percent in 1976) but has remained virtually unchanged at the local county 
level (U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 72 and 130, 
and Table 1). 
Lincoln's Older Citizens. Using the data for Lancaster County, the 
population of those 60 or over in Lincoln increased by 7.6 percent from 1970 
to 1976; those 65 or over increased at a rate of 9.5 percent (U.S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 72). The growth of the older 
population occurred at approximately the same rate as that of the county as 
a whole, and thus the proportion of the population 60 and over remained 
about the same (13.8 percent in 1970 and 13.6 percent in 1976) (U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 72, and Table 1). 
Lancaster County's older (60+) population grew at a slower rate than the 
nation's older population from 1970 to 1976, (7.6 percent and 12.7 percent, 
respectively). 
Scottsbluff's Older Citizens. Data for Scotts Bluff County indicated a 
growth between 1970 and 1976 of 16.5 percent for the population 60 or over 
and a rate of 18.5 percent for those 65 or over. This rate of growth was 
faster than the total population, resulting in an increase of the proportion 
of those 60 and over from 14.9 percent in 1970 to 17.0 percent in 1976. The 
16.5 percent growth rate also exceeded the national growth rate (U.S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978, p. 74, and Table 1). 
Omaha's Hispanics. The Census reported that Omaha's Spanish-speaking 
population totaled 6,490 in 1970 or 1.9 percent of Omaha's total population 
(Table 1). Omaha's population of Mexican origins was reported as 1,629 in 
16 
1970, or approximately 0.5 percent of the total population and 25 percent 
of the Spanish-speaking population. (See Table 1.) 
Lincoln's Hispanics. The Spanish-speaking population in Lincoln in 
1970 was 1,886, or 1.3 percent of Lincoln's total population. (See Table 1.) 
Only 165 of these people were of Mexican origin; this represented 8.7 percent 
of the Spanish-speaking population and .11 percent of the total population. 
(See Table 1.) 
Scottsbluff's Hispanics. The 1970 Census reported the Spanish-speaking 
population in Scottsbluff as 1,711, which represented 11.8 percent of the 
total population there. More than one-third (34.1 percent) of these were 
of Mexican origin; these 583 individuals were 4.0 percent of the total 
population in Scottsbluff. (See Table 1). 
The Spanish-speaking population in Scotts Bluff County totaled 3,295 in 
1970, or 9.0 percent of the total population, according to the Census data. 
(See Table 1.) Scotts Bluff County's population of Mexican origin was 
reported as 1,186 in 1970, or approximately 3.3 percent of the total pop-
ulation and 36.0 percent of the Spanish-speaking population. (See Table 1.) 
A Look at Older Hispanics. Examination of the older Hispanic population 
at the local levels is limited to the use of 1970 data; more recent official 
data are not yet available at the local level. In addition, analysis of the 
older Mexican-American population at less than the national scale is precluded 
even for 1970 because of the small data base used in that year (a 5 percent 
sample). 
Omaha's Older Hispanics. Locally, the older population, the Hispanic 
population, and the older Hispanic population of Douglas County were each 
concentrated within the Omaha city limits in 1970 (95 percent, 92 percent, 
and 95 percent, respectively, using Table 1). 1 The older Hispanic population 
of Omaha, though growing during the 1970's, was a relatively small proportion 
of the total population in 1970. Comparatively, Omaha's older population as 
a percentage of its total population was less than that proportion for the 
state but was of a comparable proportion to the nation (See Table 1). Omaha's 
Hispanic (Spanish-speaking) population as a proportion of the total was 
1 
This concentration within the city limits is, in part, attributable to 
expanding size of Omaha within the county through its policy of active 
annexation. 
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greater than 
that for the 
that proportion 
nation. 2 
for the state but significantly less than 
Lincoln's Older Hispanics. In Lancaster County, too, the older, the 
Hispanics, and the older Hispanic populations were each concentrated within 
the Lincoln city limits in 1970 (90 percent, 80 percent, and 100 percent, 
respectively). Lincoln's older population as a proportion of its total 
population was less than that proportion for the state (13.9 percent and 
16.9 percent, respectively) but was similar to the national proportion of 
14.1 percent. In 1970, 1.3 percent of Lincoln's population was Hispanic 
(Spanish-speaking), compared with 1.4 percent of Nebraska's and 4.4 percent 
of the nation's population classified as Spanish-speaking. 
Scottsbluff's Older Hispanics. The older, Hispanic, and older Hispanic 
populations in Scotts Bluff County were significantly less concentrated in 
its major city than was true for Douglas and Lancaster Counties. Approxi-
mately 45 percent of the older population in Scotts Bluff County lived in 
the City of Scottsbluff; the proportions of the County's Hispanics and older 
Hispanics living in that city were 52 percent and 66 percent, respectively. 
Scottsbluff's older population as a proportion of its total population 
(16.8 percent) was comparable to the state's proportion (16.9 percent) and 
somewhat more than the proportions for the nation (14.1 percent). Scotts-
bluff's Hispanics (Spanish-speaking) population as a proportion of the total 
(11.8 percent) was significantly greater than that proportion in the state 
or the nation. 
In Scotts Bluff County, the older population as a proportion of its 
total population (14.9 percent) was somewhat smaller than for the state but 
was comparable to the proportion for the nation. The county's Hispanic 
population as a proportion of the total was also significantly greater than 
the proportion for both the state and the nation. 
The older Hispanic population in 1970 in all these areas was a relatively 
small proportion of the total population (ranging from .04 percent in Lincoln 
and Lancaster County to .89 percent in Scottsbluff). This compared to .06 
percent for the state and .29 percent for the nation. 
In the three major cities studied, the older Hispanic population as a 
proportion of the total Spanish-speaking population ranged from 3.3 percent 
2The comparison of Hispanic population figures between areas must be viewed 
as tentative because of the differences in data bases at different scales--
Spanish-speaking versus Spanish-origins. 
18 
TABLE 4 
MALE POPULATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION 
AMONG "OLDER" AGE CATEGORIES FOR TOTAL AND HISPANIC POPULATIONS 
IN SPECIFIED AREAS 1970• 
60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ 
United States- Total Population 46.7 44.7 42.5 39.0 
Spanish-Origin Population 47.5 48.0 47.4 44.2 
Mexican-Origin Population 49.7 49.6 48.8 47.2 
Nebraska- Total Population 47.6 44.3 44.2 40.5 
Spanish-Speaking 56.1 48.1 44.4 58.7 
Douglas County- Total Population 45.8 43.0 40.1 36.7 
Spanish-Speaking 60.5 48.7 38.6 69.8 
City of Omaha- Total Population 45.5 42.7 39.7 36.0 
Spanish-Speaking 60.5 52.9 38.6 65.8 
Scotts Sluff County- Total Population 46.2 46.6 42.7 43.0 
Spanish-Speaking 45.9 44.7 35.0 60.0 
City of Scottsbluff- Total Population 43.8 42.5 40.4 40.1 
Spanish-Speaking 51.9 36.6 35.0 25.0 
Lancaster County- Total Population 44.7 41.5 40.1 34.5 
Span ish-Speaking 68.9 100.0 0.0 0.0 
City of Lincoln- Total Population 44.0 40.2 38.4 33.6 
Spanish-Speaking 68.9 100.0 0.0 0.0 
*"Older" refers to the population 60 or more years of age. 
Sources: As Table 1. 
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Tota160+ 
43.4 
46.9 
49.0 
44.0 
53.0 
41.4 
56.4 
41.0 
56.6 
44.8 
46.7 
41.8 
41.1 
40.0 
61.3 
38.9 
61.3 
inLincoln to 7.5 percent in Scottsbluff (Omaha's proportion was 5.4 
percent). This compared to 4.3 percent in Nebraska and 6.7 percent in 
the nation. 
The older Hispanic population as a proportion of all older people 
(60 or more) varied from .30 percent and .67 in the larger cities studied 
(Lincoln and Omaha, respectively) to 5.3 percent in Scottsbluff. This 
proportion was .36 percent in Nebraska and 2.1 percent in the nation. 
The small size of the older Hispanic population at all scales in 
Nebraska may initially yield an impression of insignificance. In 
actuality, the reverse is true. The relatively small size of what 
logically should be a relatively needy group (a minority on fixed incomes, 
for example) could serve to inhibit the formation of a collective voice, 
and therefore the needs of this group may be relatively unknown or under-
estimated by those responsible for assistance to the aged, Hispanic, and/or 
older Hispanic groups. 
An additional distinguishing characteristic of older Hispanics is 
apparent from the 1970 Census data and is worthy of note. The character-
istic concerns the sex ratio of older Hi~panics; that is, the proportion 
of older Hispanics who are male and female. (See Tables 1 and 4.) 
At the national scale, men comprised less than half of the total older 
population of all groups--the total population, the population of Spanish 
origins, and the population of Mexican origins. However, males comprised 
a relatively larger proportion of the total older population with 
Spanish origins (46.9 percent) and Mexican origins (49.0 percent) than within 
the general population (43.4 percent). 
Locally, Nebraska's total older population consisted of a slightly 
greater proportion of males, though still less than 50 percent. Nebraska's 
Spanish-speaking older population, on the other hand, consisted of a 
significantly greater proportion of males, and men comprised the majority 
(53.0 percent) of older Spanish-speaking people. 
Moreover, that disparity between the sex ratios of the older general 
population and the older Spanish-speaking population is more pronounced in 
both Omaha and Douglas County and Lincoln and Lancaster County. For example, 
while 41.0 percent of the older population in Omaha was male at the time of the 
survey, 56.6 percent of Omaha's older Spanish-speaking population was male. 
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Likewise, while 38.9 percent of the older population of Lincoln was male, 
61.3 percent of Lincoln's older Spanish-speaking population was of that 
sex. The City of Scottsbluff and Scotts Bluff County, however, conformed 
more to the normative expectations where males comprised less than half of 
both the older populations (41.8 percent, 44.8 percent) and older Spanish-
speaking population (41.1 percent, 46.7 percent). 
The greater proportion of men among Omaha's and Lincoln's older Hispanics 
(reflected among the Omaha respondents of this survey) is likely to be 
attributable to the selective immigration of Mexicans by sex to the United 
States during the early decades of this century. During those years, 
single Mexican men or "solos" were attracted to Omaha by jobs--first with 
the railroads and later with the packing houses and stockyards (Nixon, 1979, 
pp. 1-6). 
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SECTION IV 
DEMOGRAPHICS--RESPONDENT CHARACTERISTICS 
The ages of older Hispanic respondents in this survey ranged from 60 
to 97 years of age in Scottsbluff and from 60 to 93 years of age in both 
Lincoln and Omaha. The distribution of ages is displayed in Table 5. 
The groupings of ages by five-year intervals in Table 6 yielded the 
generally expected pattern: a decreasing number of older citizens with 
increasing age, due to mortality. The age groupings also enabled a com-
parison of the age distributions among the Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha 
respondent groups, as well as to older Nebraskans (Research Associates, 
1978a and 1978b). The comparison demonstrated a similar age distribution 
among older Scottsbluff and Omaha Hispanics. Lincoln's older Hispanics were 
somewhat younger than Hispanics in the other study areas (with the majority 
of Lincoln Hispanics in their 60's). 
Closer examination showed additional differences in the concentration of 
older citizens within the 60-64, 65-74, and the 75-84 age categories 
among the four groups. (See Table 6.) A much greater portion of the Lincoln 
older Hispanics fell within the 60-64 age grouping than did either the 
Scottsbluff or Omaha older Hispanics or the older Nebraskans. A relatively 
lesser portion of older Omaha and Lincoln Hispanics fell within the 65-74 
age grouping than did the Scottsbluff. A relatively greater portion of 
the Omaha Hispanics fell within the 75-84 age groupi.ng, as compared to 
Scottsbluff or Lincoln or older Nebraskans. Therefore, older Lincoln 
Hispanics tended to be somewhat younger than either the older Scottsbluff 
or Omaha Hispanics or than older Nebraskans. Older Omaha Hispanics tended 
to be somewhat older than the other three groups. 
(The tests of statistical association between age and other variables 
in this analysis utilized a breakdown of age by decade. According to that 
categorization, 43 percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics, 58 percent of 
those in Lincoln; and 37 percent of those in Omaha were in their 70's; and 
20 percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics, 13 percent of those in Lincoln, 
and 21 percent of those in Omaha were in their 80's.) 
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TABLE 5 
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF OLDER HISPANICS IN 
SCOTTSBLUFF, LINCOLN, AND OMAHA 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omgha 
Age Number Percent of Total Number Percent of Total Number Percent of Total 
60 4 10 3 4 
61 2 2 3 8 4 5 
62 3 3 3 8 5 6 
63 5 5 3 8 2 3 
64 5 5 I 3 5 6 
65 4 4 2 5 2 3 
66 7 7 1 3 3 4 
67 8 8 2 5 4 5 
68 4 4 3 4 
69 3 3 4 10 2 3 
70 3 3 I 3 4 5 
71 3 3 3 8 3 4 
72 4 4 I 3 1 I 
73 5 5 3 4 
74 6 6 I 3 2 3 
75 I 1 2 5 2 3 
76 1 I 2 5 2 3 
77 6 6 I 3 3 4 
78 4 4 1 3 4 5 
79 3 3 5 6 
80 5 5 4 5 
81 I I 3 8 6 8 
82 I I I 3 I I 
83 I I 
84 1 I I I 
85 2 2 
86 1 1 I I 
87 2 2 
88 4 4 I I 
89 I 1 
92 1 I 
93 I 3 2 3 
97 1 I 
Total 97 97% 40 107% 79 102% 
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TABLE 6 
PERCENT OF OLDER CITIZENS BY AGE CATEGORIES BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Age Older Older Older Older 
Categories Hispanics Hispanics Hispanics Nebraskans 
(n=97) (n=40) (n=79) (n=1, 720) 
60-64 16 35 24 22 
65-69 27 23 18 24 
70-74 22 15 17 21 
75-79 16 15 20 17 
80-84 8 10 17 10 
85+ 12 3 4 6 
Total 101 101 100 100 
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Sex 
The categorization of older citizens by group by sex (Table 7) 
demonstrated a substantial variation in the sex ratio among older Hispanics 
in different locations. The greatest representation of females occurred 
among older Scottsbluff Hispanics. Older Nebraskans were next in order of 
female representation, with older Lincoln Hispanics not far behind. The 
categorization of older Omaha Hispanics showed a greater representation of 
males. The feason for these tendencies might lie with the sex composition 
of Hispanic immigrants earlier in the century. By inference, a greater 
proportion of male Hispanics must have immigrated to Omaha and Scottsbluff 
for employment in their younger years. 
Analysis of the sex distribution of older Hispanics by age categories 
(displayed in Table 8) demonstrated that in Scottsbluff women comprised a 
relatively large majority of those in their 60's and 70's, while men held 
a slight majority among the 80 or older age group. 
In Lincoln, the analysis of the sex distribution of older Hispanics by 
age categories demonstrated that women comprised a slight majority in the 
60-69 age group and that equal sex distributon occurred in the 70-79 age 
group. Among the 80 or older age group, females had a relatively large 
majority. 
For Omaha, the sex distribution of older Hispanics by age categories 
demonstrated that women comprised a slight majority of those in their 60's 
and 70's, while men made up a sizable majority among the 80 or older age 
group. 
The majority of all Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics age 60 and above 
were females, and this is consistent with most older populations. However, 
the majority of Omaha's older Hispanics and the oldest Hispanic citizens 
(80+) in both Scottsbluff and Omaha were males. This is atypical of most 
older populations. 
Birthplace/Ethnic Status 
Seventy-nine percent of older Omaha Hispanics, 72 percent of those in 
Scottsbluff, and 69 percent of those in Lincoln were born outside the United 
States. All those born outside the United States in Omaha and Scottsbluff 
were born in Mexico. In Lincoln, 44 percent of the older Hispanics were 
born in Mexico, 17 percent in Cuba, and 8 percent in other Latin American 
countries (See Table 9.) 
26 
Age 
Categories 
Male 
Female 
Total 
Age 
Groups 
60-69 
70-79 
80+ 
All60+ 
TABLE 7 
PERCENT OF OLDER CITIZENS BY SEX BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Older Older 
Hispanics Hispanics Hispanics 
(n=97) (n=40) (n=80) 
37 48 51 
63 52 49 
!00 100 100 
TABLE 8 
SEX DISTRIBUTION OF OLDER HISPANICS 
BY AGE GROUPS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln 
Sex Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=97) (n=40) 
Male 27 48 
Female 73 52 
Male 39 50 
Female 6! 50 
Male 55 40 
Female 45 60 
Male 37 48 
Female 63 52 
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Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
41 
59 
100 
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=79) 
48 
52 
48 
52 
65 
35 
51 
49 
Ninety-eight percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics, 98 percent of the 
subject population in Lincoln, and 97 percent in Omaha lived somewhere 
else in the United States prior to their current residential locations. 
Therefore, most older Hispanics were not newly arrived immigrants and were 
not located at their first United States residences at the time of the 
survey. 
When asked how they would identify themselves when referring to their 
ethnic heritage (see TablelO), the majority of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff 
preferred to be identified as "Mexicans" (55 percent). uMexican-American" 
was the second most frequently cited term. Only one respondent preferred 
''Chicano.".' 
The greatest number of older Lincoln Hispanics preferred to be identified 
ethnically as "Mexican-Americans" (43 percent). The second most frequently 
cited term in Lincoln was "Mexican 11 (23.percent). The terms "Hispanic" and 
11 Cubano" were each named by 13 percent of the older Lincoln Hispanics as 
their preferred ethnic identity. Birthplace clearly influenced the prefer-
ences for the terms "Hispanic" and "Cubano" since 25 percent of the Lincoln 
residents were born either in Cuba or Latin America' (See Table 9.) 
was preferred by 5 percent of the respondents. 
"Chicano 11 
When Omaha's older Hispanics were asked how they would identify them-
selves when referring to their ethnic heritage, the majority preferred to 
be identified as "Mexicans" (53 percent). "Mexican-Americans 11 was the second 
most frequently cited term. The term "Chicano 11 was preferred by none of the 
respondents. 
Birthplace had a bearing upon self-identity for all respondents. Pro-
portionately more Hispanics born in the United States identified themselves 
as 11Mexican-American,"and proportionately more Hispanics born in Mexico 
identified themselves as "Mexican." However, more respondents in each location 
were born in Mexico than those who called themselves "Mexican," so some of 
the respondents born in Mexico also thought of themselves as "Americans," 
indicating they had been somewhat more assimilated than others into the 
American culture. A relatively greater proportion of Lincoln Hispanics 
preferred to be identified as "Mexican-Americans" rather than as "Mexicans, 11 
probably for the same reason. 
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TABLE 9 
BIRTHPLACE OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
No. % No. % No. % 
Mexico 68 72 16 44 62 79 
United States 27 28 11 31 16 21 
Cuba 6 17 
Other Latin America 3 8 
Total 95 100 36 100 78 100 
TABLE 10 
ETHNIC IDENTITY OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
(n~94) (n~4o) (n~8o) 
No. % No. % No. % 
Mexican 52 55 9 23 42 53 
Mexican-American 37 39 17 43 34 43 
Hispanic 1 1 5 13 2 3 
Cubano 5 13 
Chicano 1 1 2 5 
Spanish 2 2 
Indian 2 3 
U.S. Citizen 1 1 1 3 
Latino 1 3 
Total 94 99 40 103 80 102 
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When ethnic identity was compared to respondents' age and sex in 
Scottsbluff (see Table 11), proportionately more females and proportionately 
more older persons (in their SO's rather than 60's) preferred to be 
identified as 11Mexican." Males were equally divided in their preferences 
for the terms "Mexican" or "Mexican-American. 11 
In Lincoln, when ethnic identity was compared to respondents' age and 
sex, proportionately more females and proportionately more persons in the 
age group 70-79 preferred to be identified as "Mexican" rather than "Mexican-
American." A greater proportion of men in Lincoln identified themselves as 
"Cubano," and more women identified themselves using other ethnic identities. 
Also in Lincoln, those identifying themselves as "Hispanic " and "Latinol! 
tended to be younger. 
When ethnic identity was compared to respondents' age and sex in Omaha, 
proportionately more men and more older persons (in their SO's rather than 
60's) preferred to be identified as "Mexican" rather than "Mexican-American." 
Respondents were not asked their current citizenship, so the number of 
older Hispanics without citizenship could not be determined exactly. At a 
minimum, however, 35 percent of Scottsbluff's older Hispanics, 40 percent 
of those in Lincoln, and 53 percent of those in Omaha must be United States 
citizens because those percentages of older Hispanics were registered to 
vote. 
Religious Affiliation 
The religious affiliation of older Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha 
Hispanics was predominantly, but not exclusively, Roman Catholic. The 
distribution of religious affiliations is displayed in Table 12. 
Education 
Several questions related to education/literacy were asked in this 
survey. The first question was, 11 Did you ever attend school?" Fifty-five 
of the 96 Scottsbluff respondents (or 57 percent) answered yes; 41 respondents 
(or 43 percent) said no. In Lincoln, 32 of the 39 respondents (or S2 percent) 
answered yes, they had attended school; 7 respondents (or 1S percent) said no. 
For Omaha, 52 of ?S respondents (or 67 percent) stated yes, and 26 respondents 
(or 33 percent) said no. 
A more detailed breakdown of levels of education was achieved by soliciting 
the "last year of school completed" from each respondent. See Table 13. These 
responses were not always consistent with the first question asked. 
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TABLE II 
ETHNIC IDENTITY OF OLDER HISPANICS 
BY SEX AND AGE GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
Ethnic Identity Sex Male Female Male Female 
Mexican 49 59 11 33 
Mexican-American 49 34 53 33 
Cubano - - 16 10 
Other Ethnic* 3 5 16 24 
U.S. Citizen 0 2 5 0 
-- --
-- --
Total 101 100 101 100 
Ethnic Identity -,,Age 60-79 70-79 80+ 60-69 70-79 80+ 
Mexican 55 53 60 9 42 40 
Mexican-American 37 42 40 48 25 60 
Cuban a - - - 9 25 0 
Other Ethnic* 5 6 0 26 8 0 
U.S. Citizen 3 0 0 4 0 0 
-- -- --
-
-- --
Total 100 101 100 96 100 100 
*"Other Ethnic" includes Hispanic, Chicano, Latino, Spanish, and Indian. 
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Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
Male Female 
58 46 
42 49 
-
-
0 5 
0 0 
-- --
100 100 
60-69 70-79 80+ 
46 55 65 
48 45 35 
- -
-
6 0 0 
0 0 0 
-- -- --
100 100 100 
TABLE 12 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
No. % No. % No. % 
Roman Catholic 86 90 37 93 75 94 
Protestant 4 4 2 5 
Assembly of God 2 2 3 4 
Baptist 3 3 
Lutheran 1 1 
Pentecostal 1 1 
Jehovah's Witnesses 1 1 
Seventh Day Adventist 1 3 
Total 96 100 40 101 80 100 
TABLE 13 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
No. % No. % No. % 
No formal education 41 43 6 15 29 37 
Primary (K·6) 34 36 10 26 27 35 
Intermediate (7·9) 9 10 10 26 7 9 
Secondary (10·11) 1 1 3 8 5 6 
Secondary graduate (12) 0 6 15 6 8 
Post secondary, business/trade 1 1 0 0 1 1 
Post secondary, college 3 3 1 3 3 4 
Completed college 0 2 5 0 
Night/adult school 6 6 1 3 0 
Total 95 100 39 101 78 100 
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Forty-one of the older Scottsbluff respondents reported they had received 
no formal education, which was consistent with their no responses to the 
question, "Did you ever attend school?" From the breakdown of grade level 
completed, older Scottsbluff Hispanics clearly had received relatively low 
levels of formal education. 
Whereas 26 older Omaha respondents answered no to the school attendance 
question, 29 selected the no formal education response to the question about 
the last year of school completed. From the breakdown of grade level 
completed, older Omaha Hispanics also had received relatively low levels of 
formal education, though somewhat more than those in the Scottsbluff area. 
In Lincoln, 7 older Hispanics responded no to the question, "Did 
you ever attend school?" Only 6respondents selected the no formal education 
response to the question about the last year of school completed. The break-
down of grade level completed by older Lincoln Hispanics demonstrated that they 
received relatively higher levels of formal education than did either the 
Scottsbluff or Omaha groups. A substantially greater 26 percent of the older 
Lincoln Hispanics completed high school, and 5 percent completed college. 
A comparison of education levels of older Hispanics to the general older 
Nebraskan population demonstrated the extent of educational deprivation faced 
by the Hispanics. (See Table 14.) Although comparisons were difficult, due 
to the differences in education categories between this analysis and the 
statewide study, (Research Associates, 1978a and 1978b) the disparities at the 
gross level were clear. 
The reasons for the disparities in educational attainment between older 
Hispanics and the general older population are undoubtedly complex. Place 
of education would account for some of the disparity. (See Table 15.) Of 
those older Hispanics with some formal education, 30-35 percent of those 
in Scottsbluff and Omaha and 15 percent of those in Lincoln were educated 
in Mexico; in Lincoln an additional 18 percent were educated in Cuba, and 
9 percent were educated in other Latin American countries. With compulsory 
education coming later and enforced less rigidly in Mexico (and other 
countries) than in the United States, those Hispanics born and raised in 
Mexico would be less likely to achieve levels of education comparable to 
Hispanics and non-Hispanics raised in the United States. 
Comparison of birthplace with place of education demonstrated that while 
72 percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics were born in Mexico, only 17 
percent were educated there. Forty-two percent of older Lincoln Hispanics 
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TABLE 14 
PERCENTAGE COMPARISON OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
BETWEEN HISPANIC AND GENERAL POPULATION 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics* Older Hispanics* Older Hispanics 
(N=89) (n=38) (n=78) 
No Formal Education 
(Scottsbluff/Lincoln) 43 15 37 
Zero to Four Years 
(State wide survey) 
Zero to some high school 96 76 87 
High school graduate 0 16 8 
Post high, business/trade school 1 0 1 
Some college 3 3 4 
College or advanced degrees 0 5 0 
-- --
--
Total 100 100 100 
*Docs not include those who responded "night" or "adult" school. 
TABLE 15 
PLACE OF EDUCATION OF OLDER HISPANICS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
1 
50 
24 
5 
11 
10 
--
100 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
%of %of Those %of %of Those %of %of Those 
Total with Education Total with Education Total with Education 
(n=95) (n=54) (n=39) (n=33) (n=79) (n=50) 
United States 40 70 49 58 43 65 
Mexico 17 30 13 15 23 35 
Cuba 0 0 15 18 0 0 
Other Latin America 0 0 8 9 0 0 
No formal education 43 15 34 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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were born in Mexico, but only 13 percent were educated there. Eighty percent 
of older Omaha Hispanics were born in Mexico, but only 23 percent were 
educated there. In fact, proportionately more Hispanics born in Mexico 
gained formal education than did Hispanics born in the United States. The 
high educational level of Mexican-born Hispanics is attributable to the fact 
that proportionately as many Mexican-born Hispanics were educated in the 
United States as in Mexico. 
For those Mexicans migrating to the United States before beginning their 
formal education, the financial and residential status of their families 
would mitigate against achieving higher levels of education. That is, since 
the families of older Omaha Hispanics migrated to the United States with few 
resources (comparable to other immigrant groups) and also tended to be more 
transient initially, the ability of Hispanic children to pursue adequate 
and incremental education was (and continues to be) relatively less than 
that for the general population. 
By contrast, a comparison of the birthplace of older Lincoln Hispanics 
born in Cuba or Latin American with place of education showed that the 
majority were educated in their countries of birth. Nineteen percent of 
older Lincoln Hispanics were born in Cuba, and 15 percent were educated there. 
All 8 percent of the older Lincoln Hispanics born in Latin America were also 
educated there, implying that these Hispanics migrated to the United States at 
an older age. 
Literacy 
In addition to the questions on educational attainment, respondents were 
asked whether they could read and in which language(s). (See Table 16.) In 
Scottsbluff, 39 percent of all Hispanics and 51 percent of literate Hispanics 
were bilingual. Although 43 percent of Hispanics received no formal education, 
only 23 percent reported that they could read neither English nor Spanish. 
However, that 23 percent was sizable and made the Scottsbluff older Hispanic 
community the least literate. 
In Lincoln, 58 percent of all Hispanics and 61 percent of literate 
Hispanics were bilingual. Although 15 percent,of Hispanics received no 
formal education, only 5 percent reported they could read neither English nor 
Spanish. Lincoln also had the greatest percentage of older Hispanics who 
read only English. 
More than two-thirds (68 percent) of all Omaha older Hispanics and 77 
percent of literate older Omaha Hispanics were bilingual. Thus, Omaha's 
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TABLE 16 
PERCENT OF HISPANICS LITERATE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
%Total % Literate %Total % Literate %Total % Literate 
(n=97) (n=75) (n=40) (n=38) (n=79) (n=70) 
Read neither language 23 5 II 
Read Spanish 33 43 30 32 19 21 
Read English 5 7 8 8 I I 
Read both languages 39 51 58 61 68 77 
Total 100 100 101 101 99 99 
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older Hispanic community was the most bilingual, based on their reading 
abilities. Although 37 percent of Omaha's older Hispanics received no 
formal education, only 11 percent said they could read neither English nor 
Spanish. 
The difference between "uneducated" and 11 illiterate11 within the older 
Hispanic community was, therefore, sizable in Scottsbluff and Omaha, whereas 
the difference for Lincoln older Hispanics was much less pronounced. 
A differentiation of literacy by age and sex yielded little regularity 
among older Hispanics. In Omaha, both literacy and bilingualism tended to 
decrease with the increasing age of older Hispanics. In Scottsbluff, 
proportionately more of the younger among older Hispanics were English-
speaking, and proportionately more of the older were Spanish-speaking. For 
both Scottsbluff and Omaha, men tended to be proportionately less literate 
than women. In Lincoln and Omaha, men tended to be proportionately more 
bilingual than women. 
Employment Status 
Defining older Hispanics as 60 or more years of age is bound to result 
in both employed and retired persons being included within the groupings. 
(See Table 17.) Thus, 52 percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics were 
retired, and 16 percent were working with only 6 percent working full time. 
Forty-five percent of the Lincoln group were retired; 25 percent were working 
with 18 percent working full time. 
In Omaha, 71 percent of older Hispanics were retired, and 13 percent 
were working with only 7 percent working full time. Thus, the Lincoln group 
appeared to be the most active in employment, in large part because of their 
relatively younger age. 
When employment status was compared to other demographic variations 
(see Table 18), several associations were found to be significant, including 
those between employment status and (1) sex, (2) age, and (3) head of house-
hold. 
Employment status as differentiated by sex yielded a greater proportion 
of female than male older Hispanics currently working in Omaha. However, 
a greater proportion of males than females were working in Scottsbluff and 
Lincoln. This pattern cannot be explained by age alone since proportionately 
more females were found among the relatively younger older Hispanics in all 
three locations. Employment status as differentiated by age showed that the 
majority of all Hispanics still working were in their 60's. However, 
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TABLE 17 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
No. % No. % No. % 
Working/unemployed 14 16 10 25 10 13 
Retired 47 52 18 45 54 71 
Disabled 3 3 
Never worked outside the home 26 29 12 30 12 16 
Total 90 100 40 100 76 100 
TABLE 18 
OLDER HISPANICS' EMPLOYMENT STATUS, 
BY SEX AND AGE FOR EACH GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Sex I Age Sex l Age Sex I Age 
Employment Status M F 60's 70's 80+ M F 60's 70's 80+ M F 60's 70's 80+ 
I 
Working/unemployed 28 7 24 6 16 32 19 43 0 0 5 22 28 4 0 
Retired 67 43 40 67 53 68 24 39 58 40 92 48 63 69 88 
Disabled 6 2 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Never worked outside home 0 48 32 27 26 ~ 57 17 42 60 3 30 9 27 12 
F -- -- -- -- --- -- -- ---- ---- --Total 100 101 100 100 100 100 99 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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interestingly, 16 percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics who were in their 
80's continued working. 
The greater portion of all older Hispanics were retired in all three age 
groups with the exception of older Lincoln Hispanics who were in their 60's. 
In addition, a greater number of Lincoln respondents in their 80's never 
worked outside the house. 
A comparison of the employment status of older Hispanics to the employment 
status of older Nebraskans yielded some differences. (See Table 19.) A much 
greater proportion of older Nebraskans were retired than were any of the 
older Hispanic groups. However, a significantly higher proportion of older 
Hispanics in Omaha (16 percent), Scottsbluff (29 percent), and Lincoln (30 
percent) had never worked outside the home as compared to older Nebraskans 
( 4 percent). 
When the 11retired" and "never worked outside the home" categories were 
combined and contrasted with the "working" category for each group, the 
differences between the older Hispanic groups and older Nebraskans were 
not nearly so great. Therefore, the greatest differentiation between 
older Hispanics in Nebraska and other older Nebraskans was that far more 
older Hispanics (predominantly females) had never worked outside the home. 
Occupational Structure 
The former and current employment of the older Hispanics was classified 
by occupational structure according to a variation of the U.S. Department 
of Labor's occupation classification scheme. The breakdown by job classi-
fication of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha appears in 
Table 20. 
In Scottsbluff, the greatest proportion of older Hispanics fell within 
the "laborer" (33 percent) and the "farm worker" categories (34 percent). 
The concentration of older Hispanics within the "laborer" category was 
attributable to considerable employment on the railroad or in the sugar beet 
factories. The concentration of older Hispanics within the "farm worker" 
category was due to much employment as migratory or field workers. The 
"farm worker" category was apparently only significant among older Hispanics 
in the Scottsbluff area, a smaller urban center than either Lincoln or Omaha. 
Availability of employment as seasonal farm workers historically has 
been a factor that brought Mexicans to the Scottsbluff area. Both the size 
of the locality and the low educational achievements of older Hispanics limit 
employment opportunities outside the usual seasonal field work making them 
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TABLE 19 
PERCENT OF OLDER CITIZENS PER EMPLOYMENT STATUS BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha Older 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Nebraskans 
(n=90) (n=40) (n=76) (n=1,720) 
Working/unemployed 16 25 13 21 
Retired/disabled 55 45 71 75 
Never worked outside the home 29 30 16 4 
TABLE 20 
EMPLOYMENT CLASSIFICATION OF OLDER HISPANICS* 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=58) (n=28) (n=50) 
No. % No. % No. % 
Manager/proprietor 4 7 2 7 0 0 
Craftsman 0 0 3 11 1 2 
Clerical 2 3 1 4 1 2 
Operative 4 7 9 32 37 74 
Service worker 9 16 11 39 9 18 
Laborer 19 33 2 7 2 4 
Farm worker 20 34 0 0 0 0 
*Includes those currently and formerly employed but not those llnever worked outside the home." 
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dependent on a rural economy. Laborers as well are tied to the rural economy 
because of the agricultural nature of industry there. 
In Lincoln, the greatest proportion of older Hispanics were within the 
11 service worker 11 category (39 percent). Restaurant workers, custodians, 
and a policeman comprised the jobs in this category. 
The "operatives" category included the next highest proportion (32 percent) 
of older Hispanics, and these included such jobs as surveyors, bus drivers, 
or welders. The jobs held by older Lincoln Hispanics, overall, were more 
varied and required higher levels of skill than jobs held by Scottsbluff or 
Omaha respondents. For example, 11 percent of the Lincoln group were craftsmen, 
and 7 percent worked as managers/proprietors. 
Part of the explanation for Lincoln's employment advantage lay in the 
greater educational level achieved by Hispanics there. (See Table 13.) 
In Omaha, the concentration of older Hispanics with the 11operative" category 
was attributable to the considerable employment in the meat-packing industry. 
Also notable for Omaha's older Hispanics was the absence of any employment in 
the manager/proprietor category. 
The comparison of employment among older Hispanics to employment among 
older Nebraskans yielded rather marked differences. (See Table 21.) Employ-
ment among the retired Hispanics was concentrated within one category 
(operatives, service workers, and laborers), and that restricted distribution 
documented the exclusion of retired Hispanics from higher status employment 
categories. For currently employed older Hispanics the employment breakdown 
was almost as restricted. Part of the explanation for these employment 
variations lay in the differences in educational opportunity and achievements 
between the two groups, as was discussed earlier. 
Income 
Older Hispanics were less responsive to the question on personal income 
than to any other single question except cost of housing. The low response 
rate for this type of question is typical of survey research. Nevertheless, 
86 percent of the Scottsbluff respondents, 80 percent of those in Lincoln, 
and 66 percent of the Omaha group gave income information when solicited. 
The distribution of incomes is displayed in Table 22. 
In Scottsbluff, reported monthly incomes of individual older Hispanics 
ranged from $18 to $760; these figures are equivalent to $216 to $9,120 
annually. The mean (arithmetic average) income among reporting older 
Scottsbluff Hispanic individuals was $224.88 per month or $2,698.56 per year; 
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TABLE 21 
PERCENT OF OLDER CITIZENS PER EMPLOYMENT CATEGORY BY GROUP 
Pre-Retirement Employment Current Employment 
Employment Category Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Older Older Older Older Older Older 
Category for this Study Hispanics Hispanics Hispanics Nebraskans Hispanics Hispanics Hispanics 
(Statewide Study) (n=70) (n=31) (n=54) (n=1,290) (n=14) (n=9) (n=8) 
Manager-Proprietor 3 6 0 21 14 0 0 
(Executive and Managerial-Professional) . 
Craftsman 0 6 0 9 0 11 13 
(Foreman and Skilled) 
-
Clerical 1 0 0 13 7 11 13 
(Clerical-sales) 
Operative, Service Worker, and Laborer 36 48 78 31 50 78 75 
(Semiskilled and Unskilled) 
Farm 23 0 0 17 29 0 0 
Homemaker 37 39 22 11 - - -
Other - - - - - - -
-- -- --
--
-- -- --
Total 100 99 100 102 100 100 101 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=447) 
25 
8 
11 
32 
15 
7 
2 
--
100 
I 
"' 
"' 
TABLE 22 
DISTRIBUTION OF MONTHLY INDIVIDUAL INCOMES 
AMONG OLDER HISPANICS 
Monthly Income Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
(In Dollars) No. % No. % No. % 
l-100 3 4 2 6 0 0 
101-200 18 22 7 22 8 15 
201-300 42 51 6 19 12 23 
301-400 10 12 7 22 11 21 
401-500 2 2 4 13 9 17 
501-600 4 5 1 3 1 2 
601-700 0 0 0 0 2 4 
701-800 4 5 0 0 4 8 
801-900 0 0 1 3 1 2 
901-1,000 0 0 2 6 3 6 
1,001-2,000 0 0 1 3 2 4 
2,001-3 ,000 0 0 1 3 0 0 
Total 83 101 32 100 53 102 
43 
the median was $241 per month or $2,892 per year. 
In Lincoln, reported monthly incomes of individual older Hispanics 
ranged from $70 to $2,002; these figures are equivalent to $840 to $24,024 
annually. The mean income among reporting older Lincoln Hispanic individuals 
was $367 per month or $4,404 per year. 
In Omaha, reported monthly incomes of individual older Hispanics ranged 
from $122 to $1,046; these figures are equivalent to $1,464 to $12,522 annually. 
The mean income among reporting older Omaha Hispanic individuals was $446.79 
per month or $5,361.48 per year; the median was $355 per month or $4,260 per 
year. 
The mean and median incomes of older Hispanics among the three 
locations increased with the degree of urbanization from the lowest average 
income and least urbanized at Scottsbluff to the highest average income and 
most urbanized at Omaha. This pattern of increased income with degree of 
urbanization is a common relationship found in the general population. 
The distribution of monthly household incomes by categories of income 
appears in Table 23. The distribution for Scottsbluff showed that the 
majority (57 percent) of older Hispanic households reported incomes within 
the very narrow range of $201 to $300 per month ($2,400 to $3,600 per year); 
85 percent received from $101 to $400 per month (1,200 to $4,800 per year); 
and 90 percent received $500 or less per month ($6,000 per year). 
The distribution for Lincoln showed that 45 percent of older Hispanic 
households reported incomes of $201 to $400 per month ($2,400 to $4,800 per 
year); 80 percent received less than $500 per month ($6,000 per year); and 
7 percent received in excess of $1,100 per month ($13,200 per year). 
The distribution for Omaha showed that 48 percent of older Hispanic 
households reported incomes of $201 to $400 per month ($2,400 to $4,800 per 
year); 64 percent received from $201 to $500 per month ($2,400 to $6,000 
per year); and 78 percent received $500 or less per month ($6,000 per year). 
The distribution of household incomes demonstrated that a greater 
proportion of older Scottsbluff Hispanics received generally lower incomes 
than did those in Lincoln or Omaha. 
According to HUD guidelines, a "low income" household is one which 
earns 80 percent or less of the median income (of comparably sized 
households) for the county in which the household resides. Using these 
criteria, not one older Scottsbluff Hispanic household was above low income 
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TABLE 23 
DISTRIBUTION OF MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOMES 
AMONG OLDER HISPANIC GROUPS 
Monthly 
Household Income Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
(In Dollars) No. % No. % No. % 
1-100 2 3 2 7 0 0 
101-200 11 15 4 14 6 14 
201-300 41 57 6 21 11 25 
301400 9 13 7 24 10 23 
401-500 2 3 4 14 7 16 
501-800 7 10 1 3 5 11 
801·1,100 0 0 3 10 5 11 
1,101·2,100 0 0 2 7 0 0 
Total 72 101 29 100 44 100 
45 
status. (See Table 24.) Only 2 of 29 (7 percent) older Lincoln households 
were above low income status. At most, only three (or 7 percent) older 
Omaha Hispanic households were above low income status. 
A comparison of older Hispanic households and older Nebraskan households 
reinforced the pattern of lower incomes among older Hispanics. (See Table 25.) 
When income categories devised for the state-wide survey were used, a 
disproportionately greater number of Hispanic households fell within the 
lowest three income categories (and particularlythe $1,500 to $3,688 
category) than did other Nebraska households. In addition, significantly 
fewer older Hispanic households ranged within the highest income category. 
Income differences between older Hispanics and older Nebraskans might be 
explained in part by better labor market qualifications of older Nebraskans 
due to higher educational achievements and therefore better credentials and 
technical skills with which to secure the higher paying jobs. (See Table 15.) 
In part, income differences might also have occurred because older Hispanics 
held lower paying jobs within some of the broad occupational categories. 
For example, not only did a disproportionate amount of employment in 
agriculture occur (farm category, Table 21) for older Hispanics, they 
traditionally have worked for hourly wages. By contrast, many older Nebraskans 
working in agriculture are/were landowners. Further, older Hispanics might be 
under-represented in higher paying occupational categories because of 
language problems or employee discrimination. 
Noticeable income differences occurred among the older Hispanic groups as 
well. (See Table 25.) Seventy-five percent or three-fourths of all older 
Scottsbluff Hispanic households received less than $3,688 annually compared 
to 41 percent of the Lincoln respondent households and 39 percent of those 
in Omaha. 
The lesser incomes of Scottsbluff older Hispanics might be explained in 
part by their much lower educational achievements (see Table 14); by the 
locality, since outstate Nebraska is a region of generally lower wages for 
jobs equivalent to those in Lincoln or Omaha; and by the differences in rural 
and urban economies. In other words, a greater proportion of older Scotts-
bluff Hispanics are dependent on a rural economy where opportunities for 
occupational advancement are limited, wages are relatively low, and the 
incidence of poverty more prevalent. 
A greater proportion of older Scottsbluff Hispanics who held jobs within 
a broad occupational category performed more "menial" tasks which requir_ed 
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Annual 
Household 
Income 
(In Dollars) 
0-2,400 
2,401-3,600 
3,6014,800 
4,801·6,000 
6,001·9,600 
9,601-13,200 
13,201·25,200 
TABLE 24 
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOMES, AS DIFFERENTIATED 
BY SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD, AND 'LOW INCOME' LEVELS 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n~68)' 
Number of Persons 
in Household 
1 2 3 
2 8 
or 
More 
3 
18 11 8 
l ..... L. ; ~ I ~ -----~ ---,----~---------
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n~29)* 
Number of Persons 
in Household 
1 2 3 
2 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
3 
or 
More 
4 
3 
3 
1 
0 1 0 
······o····, 2 1 
o ····a·---, ___ 2 -------
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n~44) 
Number of Persons 
in Household 
1 2 3 
3 
5 
3 
....... L .. 
3 
5 
6 
3 
or 
More 
0 
1 
1 
3 
0 ; 1 4 
0 ! .... 3 ·-··, 2 
------------------
0 0 0 
Dotted line is "low income" threshold values based upon HUD Section 8 maximum income 
limits for subsidized rental assistance. 
*Two additional respondents in "group quarters" of Nursing Home in each of Scottsbluff and 
Lincoln. 
Annual Household 
Income in Dollars 
Less than 1,500 
1,500·3,688 
3,6894,610 
4,611-5,400 
Over 5,400 
Total 
TABLE 25 
PERCENT OF OLDER HOUSEHOLDS PER 
INCOME CATEGORY BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n~72) (n~29) (n~44) 
6 10 7 
69 31 32 
11 10 18 
3 21 9 
11 28 34 
100 100 100 
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Older 
Nebraskans 
(n-=912) 
2 
29 
10 
10 
49 
100 
less skill than those Lincoln and Scottsbluff workers within the same 
category. For example, within the "service worker category," Scottsbluff's 
older Hispanics were generally maids or janitors while other older Hispanics 
had occupations as youth service workers or policemen. In addition, a greater 
proportion of those in Lincoln and Omaha tended to work in industries 
(railroad, meat-packing) protected by unions so wages were more apt to be 
standardiz~d and jobs more secure. 
Several regularities as related to income also were found among older 
Hispanic households. Households headed by males tended to have higher incomes 
than those headed by females. Incomes were apt to decrease with increasing 
ages of households. Larger households usually had greater incomes, and 
married households tended to have greater incomes than those of widowed/ 
separated/divorced persons. Finally, household income tended to increase as 
level of schooling.increased. 
Sources of Income 
Older Hispanics received financial support from several sources, and 
these are enumerated in Table 26. Since each respondent may have had more 
than one source of income, the column labeled "number of recipients 11 totals 
to more than the number of actual respondents in each location. 
Social Security was the most frequently cited source of income for all 
older Hispanics. A greater proportion of older Lincoln Hispanics were still 
working so they had their earnings as a source of income (24 percent) 
compared to Scottsbluff and Omaha residents (8 percent and ll percent, 
respectively). A greater proportion of older Lincoln and Omaha Hispanics 
had "retirement funds" as a source of income (34 percent and 45 percent, 
respectively) than did those in Scottsbluff (20 pP-rcent). In part, the 
differences in sources of income could be explained by the types of jobs 
held in the three locations. For example, many older Lincoln and Omaha 
Hispanics who formerly worked in the railroad and meat-packing industries 
were more likely to be receiving pensions with better benefits. 
Thirty percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics cited welfare as a source 
of income compared to 16 percent in Lincoln and 3 percent in Omaha. The 
percentage naming welfare as a source of income was higher for older 
Scottsbluff Hispanics because of their considerably lower incomes and might 
be lower for Omahans because 9 percent were being assisted by family and 
friends, who might themselves be receiving outside financial help. 
No matter what the other sources of income, very few older Hispanic 
households relied on savings as a source of income in their retirement. 
4R 
TABLE 26 
SOURCES OF INCOME FOR OLDER HISPANICS* 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Source of Number of Perccn t of All Number of Percent of All Number of Pcrcen t of All 
Income Recipients Respondents Recipients Respondents Recipients Respondents 
(n=90) (n=38) (n=80) 
Social Security 75 83 25 66 64 80 
Retirement fund 18 20 13 34 36 45 
Earnings 7 8 9 24 9 11 
Family friends 2 2 1 3 7 9 
Savings 2 2 1 3 3 4 
Welfare 27 30 6 16 2 3 
*Respondents were allowed to select more than one source of income. 
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Household Status and Composition 
Marital status as a household characteristic is displayed in Table 27. 
The marital status of older Hispanics is compared to the marital status of 
older Nebraskans in that table. Significantly more older Nebraskans were 
married and living with their spouses than was true of older Hispanic 
Nebraskans. A greater proportion of divorce/separation was present among 
older Hispanics than among other older Nebraskans, particularly among older 
Lincoln Hispanics, and a greater proportion of older Omaha Hispanics never 
married than either of the other groups or the general older population. 
An alternate way of assessing household composition is to ask the 
survey question, 11Who do you live with? 11 (sic). The responses of older 
Hispanic households to that question and a comparison of those responses 
to those of other older Nebraskans are displayed in Table 28. 
A comparison of the table on living arrangements to the table on 
marital status (Table 27) yielded an interesting pattern. Although 
proportionately more single households were found among older Omaha Hispanics 
than among the other older Hispanic groups or older Nebraskans, proportionately 
fewer older Omaha Hispanics were living alone as compareQ to the other 
Hispanic groups or to older Nebraskans. The difference between the 54 percent 
of older Omaha Hispanic households either single, widowed, or divorced/ 
separated and the 27 percent of older Omaha Hispanic households with lone 
occupants is the 26 percent older Omaha Hispanic households whose living 
arrangements were with others. For the other locations, 13 percent of older 
Scottsbluff Hispanics and 25 percent of older Lincoln Hispanics also reported 
"living arrangements with others," again explaining the percentage difference 
between those who reported their marital status as divorced/separated, 
widowed, or single (Table 27) and those who reported living alone (Table 28). 
Those "others" with whom the elderly live are their children, relatives, 
and friends. These data clearly demonstrate the extended familial bonds 
known to exist among Mexican-Americans and the financial realities that 
prompt unrelated older Hispanics to take up residence in common households. 
Although a greater proportion of older Hispanics than other older Nebraskans 
reported living arrangements with others, a greater proportion of older 
Hispanics in Lincoln and Scottsbluff also reported living in group quarters 
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Marital 
Status 
Married 
Divorced/separated 
Widowed 
Never married (single) 
Total 
Living 
Arrangements 
Live alone 
Live with spouse 
Live with others 
Live in group quarters 
Total 
TABLE 27 
PERCENT OF OLDER HOUSEHOLDS 
BY MARITAL STATUS BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n=84) 
48 
6 
43 
2 
99 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n=36) 
44 
14 
42 
0 
100 
TABLE 28 
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=65) 
46 
8 
35 
11 
100 
LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF OLDER CITIZENS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n=84) 
33 
46 
13 
7 
99 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n=36) 
51 
28 
42 
25 
6 
101 
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=66) 
27 
47 
26 
100 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
56 
3 
37 
5 
101 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
37 
54 
10 
2 
103 
(such as health care facilities) compared to older Nebraskans. This is 
also an interesting pattern because of the strong familial bonds that exist 
among Mexican-Americans. Perhaps these older Mexican-Americans were living 
in group quarters because they had no children or relatives to care for 
them, because a husband or wife was unable to care for his/her spouse, or 
because their health required substantial specialized care. 
Examination of the size of households among older Hispanics in Table 29 
parallels the pattern of living arrangements for that group, with the 
exception of older Lincoln Hispanics. A sizable proportion of older Lincoln 
Hispanics who lived with their spouses (42 percent) must also have lived 
with others since only 25 percent of the older Lincoln Hispanics reported 
a two-person household. At least some of the "others" might be children 
who were either living at home with their parents or who had taken their parents 
into their adult households. Since older Lincoln Hispanics were proportionately 
younger than the other Hispanic groups, and since Hispanic males tended to 
have younger wives, the most likely explanation is that children were still 
living with parents. 
Within the older Hispanic group, younger households (with respondents 
in their 60's rather than 70's or SO's) tended to be larger, and male 
respondents tended to report larger households than did female respondents. 
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Number in 
Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Group Quarters 
Total 
TABLE 29 
HOUSEHOLD SIZE OF OLDER CITIZENS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=84) (n=34) 
31 28 
44 25 
10 17 
4 17 
5 8 
7 6 
101 101 
*Data state wide for older Nebraskans unavailable. 
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Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=65) 
28 
48 
14 
2 
9 
101 
SECTION V 
RESIDENTIAL/ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS 
The three cities of Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha, Nebraska, are shown 
on the state map on page 56. The distributions of older Hispanics within 
those three cities varied. In Lincoln, older Hispanic households were 
widely dispersed throughout the city (though none was found in the extreme 
southeast section of Lincoln). In the Scottsbluff area, several areas of 
concentration of olderHispanicswere found; these included the southeast 
sector of the City of Scottsbluff, the extreme eastern sector of the City 
of Gering, and several smaller communities in the county (including Minatare 
and Mitchell). Omaha's older Hispanic households were concentrated in the 
southeast section of the city, known traditionally as South Omaha. Older 
Hispanics, therefore, were relatively more concentrated within specific 
neighborhoods in Scottsbluff and Omaha and relatively dispersed in Lincoln. 
Housing Type 
Older Hispanic households in Omaha, Scottsbluff, and Lincoln predominantly 
in individual private houses (89 percent, 86 percent, and 81 percent, 
respectively). A greater proportion of older Lincoln Hispanics resided in 
apartments than the other groups, and a greater proportion of older 
Scottsbluff Hispanics resided in care facilities (9 percent) than in 
apartments (4 percent). 
Comparing the housing types of older Hispanic households to older 
Nebraska households (Table 30) demonstrated that older Nebraskans were less 
concentrated in individual, private houses than were older Scottsbluff or 
Omaha Hispanics. 
While no older Omaha Hispanics were housed in "other" types of residences 
(including senior citizen facilities, mobile homes, health-care facilities, 
and furnished rooms), a full 10 percent of both older Nebraskans and older 
Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics (9 percent and 6 percent) resided in care 
facilities than did older Nebraskans (1 percent). 
55 
2 O:z 
m 
to 
~ 
en 
~ 
ro 
~ 
.. 
0 
3 
~ 
~ 
h--
'\ 
/; 
0 
M 
M 
~ g: I 
" ;::; 
..-----
i 
' l 
I i 
7 
( 
v 
I 
r /n;fi 
f-t- t •V v...___.-~ 
vlr- ~ 
56 
V> 
c 
"" < m 
-< 
V> 
-1 
m 
V> 
z 
z 
m 
to 
"" > V> 
;;<: 
> 
TABLE 30 
HOUSING TYPE OF OLDER HOUSEHOLDS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha Older 
Type of Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Nebraskans 
Housing (n=71) (n=36) (n=66) (n=1,720) 
House 86 8! 89 83 
Apartment 4 14 11 7 
Senior facility 1 6 
Care facility 9 6 1 
Other 4 
Total 100 101 !00 101 
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Housing Tenure 
Paralleling type of housing is the housing tenure (ownership or non-
ownership) of households. (See Table 31.) Although the percentage of 
home ownership for older Scottsbluff Hispanics was relatively high (52 
percent), it was considerably less than the percentage of house occupancy 
(86 percent). Likewise, the percentage of home ownership for older Lincoln 
Hispanics was 56 percent compared to 81 percent for house occupancy. In 
Omaha the percentage of home ownership for older Hispanics was 73 percent 
compared to 89 percent for house occupancy, so a sizable proportion of older 
Hispanics residing in houses either rented those structures or lived with 
someone else (i.e., children or other relatives). 
The comparison of ownership among all older Hispanic households with 
ownership among older Nebraskans demonstrated that a smaller proportion 
of all Hispanic households owned their ~esidences, particularly in Scottsbluff 
and Lincoln. 
Homestead Tax Exemption and Housing Assistance 
Older Hispanic home owners were asked whether they had heard of and 
participated in the homestead tax exemption program. (See Table 32.) A 
sizable majority of older Hispanic homeowners in each location had heard 
of the tax exemption program, led by Omaha (79 percent) and followed by 
Lincoln (75 percent) and Scottsbluff (61 percent). Most of those who had 
heard about the program did use it (79 percent in Omaha, 73 percent in 
Scottsbluff, and 68 percent in Lincoln). However, the proportion of older 
Hispanic households who had both heard of and participated in the program 
out of the total number of homeowners was less than the other figures. 
Thus, 62 percent of Omaha's older Hispanic homeowners used the homestead 
tax exemption, 54 percent of Lincoln's, and only 43 percent of Scottsbluff's. 
Comparing these results for older Hispanic homeowners with those for 
older Nebraskans was made difficult by the differences in wording between 
the two surveys. While the Hispanic survey differentiated between knowledge 
of and participation in the homestead tax exemption program, the statewide 
survey asked only whether households had applied for exemption status. 
Assuming the 11 application for 11 status would be equivalent to 11participation, 11 
then older Hispanics demonstrated lower participation rates than did other 
older Nebraskans (72 percent). 
Whether older Hispanic homeowners used the housing assistance programs 
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Housing 
Tenure 
Own 
Do not own 
Total 
TABLE 31 
HOUSING TENURE OF OLDER HOUSEHOLDS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n=83) 
52 
48 
100 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n=36) 
56 
44 
100 
TABLE 32 
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=66) 
73 
27 
100 
AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION RATES AMONG 
OLDER HISPANICS FOR THE HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION 
AND PUBLIC HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
Percent of Older Hisp_llnics 
Homestead Tax Scottsbluff Lincoln 
Exemption Program: Knowledge of: 6! 75 
Participation in: 43 54 
Housing 
Assistance Program: Knowledge of, 65 67 
Participation in: 14 8 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1, 720) 
77 
23 
100 
Omaha 
79 
62 
• 
• 
*Knowledge of and participation in the housing assistance program was not asked of older 
Omaha Hispanics. 
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available in their communities was also investigated for Scottsbluff and 
Lincoln. A sizable and comparable majority of older Hispanics were aware 
of the housing assistance programs in both Lincoln (67 percent) and 
Scottsbluff (65 percent). However, very few in Scottsbluff (14 percent) and 
Lincoln (8 percent) used the assistance programs. 
The need is obvious for more and better dissemination of information to 
the older Hispanics of Nebraska concerning housing programs. 
Length of Residence 
Among those surveyed, Omaha's older Hispanics were the most long-lived 
at their current residential locations. (See Table 33,) Very few (only 8 
percent) of older Omaha Hispanics had lived in their residences less than 
five years, and a majority (57 percent) of Omaha's older Hispanics had been 
at their current locations in excess of 20 years. By contrast, the most 
recently arrived group of Hispanics (Lincoln) had 31 percent of older 
Hispanics in residence less than five years, and only 28 percent of its 
residents had been living in their current locations more than 20 years. 
Factors that might account for the variations in length of residence among 
Hispanics in the three locations included the time of arrival in the United 
States and the time of arrival in their respective communities. Likewise, 
the nature of employment opportunities and obscurity within the respective 
communities would influence residential longevity, as would the presence 
and strength of family and community relationships. In addition, length of 
residence itself would be an influence, since a tendency exists for length 
of residence to be self-reinforcing (that is, the longer a person lives at 
a particular location, the less likely he/she is to move. 
A comparison of length of residence for older Hispanics with length of 
residence of older Nebraskans demonstrated no clear differentiation between 
older Hispanics and other older Nebraskans. While Omaha's older Hispanics 
had lived longer at their current residential locations than had other older 
Nebraskans, older Hispanics in Scottsbluff and Lincoln were more residentially 
mobile than other older Nebraskans as a group. 
In addition to length of residence at their current locations, older 
Hispanics were asked where they lived last. (See Table 34.) The results of 
that question reinforced the more mobile nature of Lincoln and Scottsbluff 
respondents. 
Sixty-five percent of all Scottsbluff respondents cited the City of 
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TABLE 33 
LENGTH OF RESIDENCE OF OLDER HOUSEHOLDS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha Older 
Length of Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
Nebraskans 
Residence (n=82) (n=36) (n=66) (n=1,720) 
< 2 years 7 17 3 10 
2-< 3 years 7 6 1 5 
3-< 5 years 9 8 4 7 
5-< 10 years 23 11 11 12 
10-< 15 years 7 19 11 12 
15-< 20 years 7 11 12 10 
20- < 3 0 years 10 ~ 14 ~ ~ 57 \ 3 0- < 40 years 22 39 8 28 44 40 or more years 7 6 
Total 99 100 99 100 
TABLE 34 
LAST PREVIOUS RESIDENCE OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Fonner Location No. % No. % No. % 
Same neighborhood 13 14 0 0 41 52 
Other neighborhood 46 51 36 90 30 38 
Other location in state 21 23 1 3 5 6 
Outside Nebraska 9 10 0 0 I 1 
Outside United States I 1 3 8 2 3 
Total 90 99 40 101 79 100 
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Scottsbluff, 14 percent the same neighborhood, and 51 percent some other 
neighborhood. Ninety percent of all Lincoln respondents named the City of 
Lincoln when asked where they lived last with all but 90 percent having 
relocated from some other neighborhood within the city. In Omaha, 90 percent 
of the respondents cited the City of·Omaha when asked this question. Fifty-
two percent listed the same neighborhood and 38 percent some other neighborhood. 
A greater proportion of older Scottsbluff Hispanics lived last in 
another location in the state (23 percent) or outside Nebraska (10 percent) 
than the other Hispanic groups. Part of the explanation for this might 
lie with the migratory nature of those employed as farm workers or lAhnrprc 
Access to Housing 
When asked whether older Hispanics had experienced trouble in locating 
their current residences, a small but significant minority answered 
affirmatively. Among the three locations, 16 percent of older Scottsbluff 
Hispanics, 15 percent of those in Omaha, and 10 percent of Lincoln respondents 
had experienced problems. Problems of availability and cost outnumbered 
those of ethnic identity and discrimination, but the more segregated older 
Hispanic communities in Omaha and Scottsbluff cited slightly more 
discriminRtinn th~n the Lincoln Hispanic residents. 
Housing Costs 
Information on housing costs was also solicited. The response rate for 
this question was the lowest of the survey and even lower than the response 
to the question on income, with 73 percent of the Scottsbluff owner/renters 
answering, 68 percent in Lincoln, and only 45 percent in Omaha. 
Due to differences in the nature and amount of rental and ownership 
costs, the two categories of payment were separated. (See Table 35.) For all 
but Omaha renters, a wide range of housing costs is apparent. Further 
analysis of housing costs is inappropriate because of the small data base 
created within each category. 
Additionally, when asked whether rental costs included utilities, 52 
percent of older Scottsbluff Hispanics and 50 percent of those in Omaha but 
only 10 percent in Lincoln answered affirmatively. 
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TABLE 35 
HOUSING COSTS OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Cost Category No. % No. % No. % 
$ 0 0 0 3 23 0 0 
I. Renters $ 25- 50 1 3 1 8 3 21 
51- 75 7 22 0 0 6 43 
76-100 5 16 1 8 3 21 
101-125 3 9 1 8 2 14 
126-150 6 19 4 31 0 0 
151-175 4 13 0 0 0 0 
176-200 6 19 2 15 0 0 
201-225 0 0 1 8 0 0 
~ Total 32 101 13 101 14 99 II. Owners $ 0- 50 4 10 3 21 3 14 
51- 75 5 13 0 0 1 5 
76-100 9 23 1 7 5 23 
101-125 12 31 1 7 2 9 
126-150 3 8 0 0 6 27 
151-200 1 3 4 29 1 5 
201-250 2 5 1 7 2 9 
251-300 0 0 3 21 1 5 
301-400 3 8 1 7 1 5 
Total 39 101 14 99 22 102 
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SECTION VI 
INTERACTION - PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL 
Older Americans are sometimes stereotyped as a population who seldom 
leave their residences because of inclination or lack of ability, and that 
lack of ability is often attributed to problems of mental or physical 
health. The results of this survey (and the statewide survey of older 
Nebraskans) dispel that stereotype and demonstrate the types of activities 
and degrees of participation of older people. Nevertheless, some older 
Americans live in relative isolation--isolation from other· people, from 
activities, and from needed services. Serving those individuals, although 
at times the minority, is the ultimate objective of this and comparable 
studies. 
Physical Mobility 
Older Hispanics were a predominantly ambulatory group, judging by their 
responses to the question, "How often do you get out of your home?" (See 
Table 36.) Furthermore, their physical mobility was relatively comparable 
to that enjoyed by older Nebraskans in general, although older Scottsbluff 
and Lincoln Hispanics were somewhat less active. Mobility occurred propor-
tionately more on a daily basis for older Nebraskans and more on a weekly 
basis for older Hispanics. 1 
Manner of Mobility 
A second aspect of physical mobility is the method of transportation 
used. In this respect, older Hispanics showed some differences from the 
general population of older Nebraskans. (See Table 37.) All groups were 
asked how they usually got around and were allowed to select more than one 
mode of transportation, so the percentages for each group total more than 100. 
Older Omaha Hispanics were comparable to older Nebraskans in the 
percentage of older citizens who walked to get around--26 percent of each 
group. Older Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics walked slightly less (17 
1The responses to a question such as this may be influenced by the 
time of the year when the question is asked; less restrictive times such 
as summer should positively bias the responses, and more restrictive times 
such as winter should negatively influence the results. This survey was 
conducted during the spring season. 
65 
Frequency with 
Which Leave House 
Daily 
Few times per week 
Less often* 
Total 
*Less often includes: 
Several times a month 
Once a month 
Several times a year 
Once a year 
Never 
TABLE 36 
FREQUENCY OF PHYSICAL MOBILITY 
FOR OLDER GROUPS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=95) (n=40) (n=79) 
39} 
34 73 
48} 28 76 54} 35 89 
27 25 10 
100 101 99 
13 5 1 
3 3 3 
4 13 4 
1 3 1 
6 3 1 
66 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
65} 
23 88 
11 
99 
6 
1 
2 
0 
1 
TABLE 37 
MANNER OF MOBILITY FOR OLDER GROUPS, AS A PERCENT* 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Manner of Mobility Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=93) (n=40) (n=78) 
Walk 17 18 26 
Take a bus 2 20 27 
Take a senior citizen bus 8 0 3 
Take a taxi 0 10 1 
Drive own car 29 43 33 
Driven by family/friends 56 50 41 
*Respondents were allowed to select more than one manner of mobility. 
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Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
26 
12 
5 
5 
70 
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percent and 18 percent, respectively). The more metropolitan nature of 
Omaha with greater proximity of neighborhood shopping might account for the 
difference. 
Older Scottsbluff Hispanics and older Nebraskans demonstrated much 
less bus patronage (2 percent and 12 percent, respectively) than older 
Lincoln and Omaha Hispanics (20 percent and 27 percent, respectively). The 
absence of public transportation systems in many of Nebraska's smaller urban 
centers and rural areas might in part explain this difference. Slightly 
more older Scottsbluff Hispanics and older Nebraskans utilized senior 
citizen buses than did other older Hispanic groups, although not many 
in any group used this form of transportation. The absence of public 
transportation systems may have forced them to use this as an alternative 
means. A greater proportion of older Lincoln Hispanics than any other group 
utilized taxis for transportation. Although a more costly mode of trans-
portation, the convenience factor in using taxis may have been the priority 
concern. 
Both older Hispanics and other older Nebraskans relied more on the 
automobile than on other modes of transportation. However, a much greater 
proportion (nearly three-fourths) of older Nebraskans drove their own cars 
than did older Hispanics; even so, the greatest number of all older 
respondents (the majority in three cases) relied heavily on their friends 
and families for transportation. 
The probably cause of differences in automobile usage is the difference 
in the financial situations of the groups. Older Hispanics, with lesser 
incomes, cannot afford the transportation modes that some other older 
Nebraskans depend upon. In addition, the rural locations of many older 
Nebraskans, with their attendant greater distances between points and 
relatively greater isolation and the relative absence of public transportation, 
necessitate a dependence upon private transportation--usually the personal 
automobile. Who is less physically mobile (or isolated)--the rural old 
with personal private transport who must travel relatively greater distances, 
or the older urban dweller who must depend upon public transportation to 
bridge the relatively lesser distances? This is a difficult question to 
answer. 
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Social Interactions 
One consideration in assessing the level of well-being of the older 
population (or any age group) is their ability and tendency to interact 
with others. The assumption is that human beings need contact with other 
human beings in order to sustain their mental and physical well-being. 
One way of assessing the degree of interaction being experienced by 
people is to seek information on their visiting habits, so the survey of 
older Hispanics solicited information on the frequency of visiting among 
the respondents and their friends and relatives. In addition, the direction 
of the visiting patterns was determined. 
Older Hispanics came into contact with friends and relatives more 
often in their own homes than in others' homes. (See Table 38.) Regular 
contact with relatives far exceeded regular contact with friends, both in 
their own and in others' homes. In fact, only for the category "relatives 
visit you" did more than a majority of Hispanics enjoy interaction with 
others either regularly or often. Social interaction was much more 
restrictive for older Scottsbluff Hispanics than for older Lincoln Hispanics 
in all categories and was more restricted for older Omaha Hispanics with 
regard to interaction with relatives. 
The visiting patterns among older Hispanics are compared with the 
visiting patterns of older Nebraskans in Table 39. Visiting of older 
Hispanics with their relatives seemed to occur much less frequently (using 
the regular and regular plus often visiting categories) than did visiting 
among older Nebraskans and their relatives. Conversely, the greater 
proportion of older Hispanics who seldom and never visited with relatives, 
as compared to older Nebraskans, suggested a significantly greater absence 
of or estrangement from relatives among the older Hispanic gr,oup. Estrange-
ment seemed a much less likely explanation, however, since family connections 
are felt to be the most important social ties among Hispanics. Infrequent 
contact due to geographic distance between older Hispanics, many of whom 
are the first generation to settle in this part of the country, and their 
relatives seemed a more likely reason. 
The difference between older Hispanics and older Nebraskans was far 
greater when visitation patterns with friends were examined. All older 
Hispanic groups were far less prone to visit with friends (seldom or 
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TABLE 38 
VISITATION PATTERNS OF OLDER HISPANICS, AS A PERCENT 
Person Visiting and 
Direction of Visit n Regularly Often Seldom Never Total 
A. Scottsbluff Relatives visit you 97 39 21 34 6 100 
You visit relatives 93 12 14 53 22 !OJ 
Friends visit you 93 16 13 44 27 100 
You visit friends 95 7 10 43 40 100 
B. Lincoln Relatives visit you 39 59 10 23 8 100 
You visit relatives 39 28 13 44 15 100 
Friends visit you 39 23 5 49 23 100 
You visit friends 39 21 5 39 36 101 
C. Omaha Relatives visit you 79 66 10 II 13 100 
You visit relatives 79 22 15 34 29 100 
Friends visit you 80 10 14 44 33 101 
You visit friends 80 1 10 39 50 100 
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TABLE 39 
FREQUENCY OF VISITATION AMONG OLDER GROUP, 
AS A PERCENT 
n Regular Often Seldom Never Total 
Visiting with Relatives (to you) 
Scottsbluff Older Hispanics 97 39 21 34 6 
Lincoln Older Hispanics 39 59 10 23 8 100 
Omaha Older Hispanics 79 66 10 11 13 100 
Older Nebraskans 1,720 59 31 9 2 101 
Visiting with Friends (to you) 
Scottsbluff Older Hispanics 93 16 13 44 27 
Lincoln Older Hispanics 39 23 5 49 23 100 
Omaha Older Hispanics 80 10 14 44 33 101 
Older Nebraskans 1,720 51 33 14 2 100 
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never for Scottsbluff, 71 percent; for Lincoln, 72 percent; and for Omaha, 
77 percent) than were older Nebraskans (16 percent seldom or never). 
Therefore, older Hispanics appeared to be significantly less interactive 
with and more isolated from friends than were older Nebraskans. These 
results might suggest a greater orientation toward family than toward 
friendship networks. Visitation patterns of older Hispanics might also 
have been limited by lack of transportation and not by choice since far 
fewer drove their own cars than did older Nebraskans. (See Table 37.) 
Alternatively, the visitation patterns may demonstrate a greater 
need among a sizable minority of older Hispanics for human interaction, 
perhaps through human service programs such as Friendly Visitors, Telephone 
Reassurance, or others. The responses of older Hispanics also may suggest 
a higher level of expectation as related to visitation patterns with friends 
and relatives; visitation may simply not occur at the desired rate, and 
that higher expectation may be culturally dependent. 
Dining Patterns 
In addition to the sustenance/nutrition function of food consumption, 
dining may also serve a social/interaction function, such as with whom a 
person eats meals and where meals are eaten. 
A comparison of the usual dining arrangements of older Hispanics with 
dining habits of older Nebraskans yielded similarities and differences. 
The proportion of older Hispanics and older Nebraskans dining with some 
other person was comparable among the groups (Scottsbluff, 68 percent; 
Lincoln, 66 percent; Omaha, 75 percent; and older Nebraskans, 68 percent). 
(See Table 40.) Conversely, the proportion of older people dining alone 
also was comparable among all groups. A somewhat lesser proportion of 
older Lincoln Hispanics dined without their spouses than did all other 
groups, but somewhat more older Lincoln Hispanics dined with other rela-
tives. These results tended to parallel the information on social inter-
action, though relatively less contact with friends and relatives occurred 
through dining than through interaction in general. A comparison between 
older Hispanics and older Nebraskans in their dining and visitation 
patterns with relatives (see Table 41) suggested that both older Lincoln 
and Omaha Hispanics and older Nebraskans demonstrated a correspondence 
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Dining Partner 
Spouse 
Other relative 
Friend 
Alone 
Other 
Total 
Type of Interaction 
and with Whom 
TABLE 40 
DINING ARRANGEMENTS OF OLDER CITIZENS 
BY GROUP, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=93) (n=BO) 
45 38 50 
12 23 16 
11 5 9 
32 30 25 
5 
100 101 100 
TABLE 41 
COMPARISON OF VISITING AND DINING PATTERNS 
AMONG GROUPS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=97) (n=BO) 
Visit relatives regularly 39 59 66 
Dine with relatives 57 61 66 
(spouse and others) · 
Visit friends regularly 16 23 10 
Dine with friends 11 5 9 
73 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
52 
13 
3 
31 
1 
100 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=!,720) 
59 
65 
51 
3 
between frequency of visiting with relatives and usual dining arrangements 
with relatives. Older Scottsbluff Hispanics were the exception; they 
visited much less frequently with relatives than they regularly dined with 
relatives. 
On the other hand, while all older Hispanic groups exhibited more 
frequent visiting than dining with friends, older Nebraskans demonstrated 
a much greater difference between frequency of visiting and dining arrange-
ments. In part, that difference might be attributable to the differences 
in liVing arrangements between the two groups (fewer Hispanics living alone 
and more living with friends and non-spouse relatives). The difference 
also might be influenced in part by the cultural orientation of ~ispanics 
toward demonstrating hospitality through food-giving. Another possibility 
was that older Nebraskans overstated their frequency of visitation with 
friends and/or under-estimated their tendencies to dine with friends. 
Respondents of this survey were also asked how often they ate meals 
away from home. (See Table 42.) The responses to the question demonstrated 
that a clear majority of older Hispanics tended to eat predominantly or 
exclusively at home. Specifically, 41 percent of older Omaha Hispanics, 
31 percent of Scottsbluff respondents, and 29 percent of those in Lincoln 
ate meals away from their homes regularly/often, but 71 percent in Lincoln, 
69 percent in Scottsbluff, and 60 percent in Omaha seldom/never ate away 
from home. 
The comparison of the frequency with which older Hispanics ate away 
from home to older Nebraskans eating away from home is imprecise because 
of different response formats. Older Hispanics responded to the eating 
away from home question by answering regularly, often, seldom, or never, 
while older Nebraskans responded according to how many times per week 
constituted regularly, often, seldom, or never. Assuming that the 
equivalencies structured in Table 42 are valid, the frequencies with which 
older Hispanics and older Nebraskans ate away from home were comparable. 
However, slightly more older Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics seldom or 
never ate away from home. 
Finally, within the dining category, respondents were asked whether 
they knew of a hot noon meal program in their communities and, if they 
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Frequency: 
For Hispanics 
Regularly 
Often 
Seldom 
Never 
TABLE 42 
COMPARISON OF OLDER CITIZEN GROUPS 
EATING AWAY FROM HOME AS A PERCENT 
Omaha Older 
(For Other Nebraskans)* 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n=89) 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n=38) 
Older Hispanics Nebraskans 
(3 or more times per week) 
(1 or 2 times per week) 
(less than once per week) 
15} 
16 31 
30} 39 69 
18} 11 29 
45} 
26 71 
(n=77) (n=1, 720) 
19}40 
21 
35 }6 25 0 
11} 29 40 
60 
0 
*Response categories in the two surveys were not identical. The wording of the statewide survey appears 
in the second column. 
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knew of such a program, how often they participated. (See Table 43.) 
Approximately one-third (35 percent) of older Lincoln Hispanics were aware 
of such a program. A significantly greater proportion of older Scottsbluff 
and Omaha Hispanics knew about a hot noon meal program than did older 
Nebraskans. 
Though a majority in each group did not participate in a hot noon meal 
program, a greater proportion of older Hispanics took part than did older 
Nebraskans. In fact, while fewer older Lincoln Hispanics knew about such 
a program, a greater proportion of those who did know participated compared 
to all other groups. 
Greater knowledge of and participation in a hot noon meal program by 
older Hispanics suggested that they were better served by such a program 
than were other older Nebraskans in general. Hmvever, considering the 
lower income distribution of older Hispanics, assessment of the adequacy of 
the hot meal program was more difficult. In short, while Hispanic usage of 
the program was estimated here, need for the program could not be well 
documented, and the balance between patronage and need could not be definitely 
determined. (Additionally, hot noon meal program usage among Hispanics 
might be over-estimated here because nutrition sites in the Scottsbluff and 
Omaha Hispanic communities were sources of respondent names in this survey.) 
Participation in Activities 
Older Hispanics were asked which kinds of activities they enjoyed both 
at and away from their homes and which activities they would enjoy if they 
were able. The questions about activity participation were purposely 
phrased in a positive manner so that responses would reflect activities that 
older Hispanics enjoyed. Although the frequency with which the activities 
were conducted was solicited from the respondents, the individual responses 
were too few to be meaningful. The open-ended responses were grouped by 
activity categories. The percentages sum to more than 100 because of 
multiple responses to the questions. These responses were the least 
comparable to the results of the statewide survey of older Nebraskans. 
The tabulation of the responses to the activity questions (see Table 
44) demonstrated a relatively active and involved population, although a 
sizable subgroup expressed various needs/desires for certain specific 
activities. 
Older H.ispanics enjoyed similar types of activities in their homes. 
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TABLE 43 
COMPARISON OF KNOWLEDGE OF AND PARTICIPATION IN 
HOT NOON MEAL PROGRAMS 
AMONG OLDER GROUPS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n~97) (n~40) (n~8o) 
Knowledge of Hot 
Noon Meal Program 78 35 85 
Participation in Hot 
Noon Meal Program: 
Regularly 18 23 25 
Occasionally 9 15 6 
Rarely 12 8 16 
Never 61 54 53 
-- --
--
Total 100 100 100 
77 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n~1,720) 
61 
7 
7 
5 
81 
--
100 
TABLE 44 
ACTIVITIES OF OLDER HISPANICS' 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
n=97 n=40 n=80 
No. % No. % No. % 
Home Activiry-
Entertaimcnt 36 37 21 53 56 70 
Socializing 1 1 0 0 4 5 
Chores 34 35 13 33 33 41 
Reading 7 7 6 15 16 20 
Garden 32 33 14 35 44 55 
Arts/Crafts 27 28 13 33 24 30 
-- - --
Total 137 68 177 
Away From Home Activity 
Entertainment 15 15 24 60 37 46 
Socializing 23 24 2 5 24 30 
Chores 2 2 3 8 18 23 
Church 6 6 11 28 24 30 
Outdoors 19 20 4 10 16 20 
Sports 10 10 2 5 16 20 
Education 1 1 0 0 0 0 
-
- --
Total 76 46 135 
Desired Activi!Y 
Entertainment 3 3 2 5 52 65 
Socializing 7 7 2 5 16 20 
Chores 26 27 5 13 8 10 
Reading 7 7 0 0 3 4 
Garden/Outdoors 19 20 6 15 16 20 
Sports 10 10 5 13 23 29 
Education 2 2 1 3 3 4 
- - --
Total 74 21 121 
"'Respondents were allowed to select more than one activity per category. 
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Entertainment (radio, music, and T.V.) was most frequently cited by the 
greatest proportion of all older Hispanics. Apparently more enjoyment of 
entertainment took place in the larger urban areas. The home activity cited 
second most frequently by older Omaha and Lincoln Hispanics was gardening 
(55 percent and 35 percent, respectively). The second most frequently cited 
home activity by older Scottsbluff Hispanics was chores (housekeeping, 
cooking, and home repairs). Chores was the third most frequently named 
home activity by Lincoln and Omaha respondents while gardening (33 percent) 
was third for Scottsbluff. Other types of home activities in order of 
frequency listed were arts/crafts, reading,and socializing (visiting). 
Visiting was the least frequently named home activity. Comparing these 
results to the earlier responses of frequency of visitation with friends 
and relatives might suggest that visiting with relatives was not considered 
an activity but a routine, even expected, part of life; these results might 
reflect the relatively low rate of visitation with friends, or perhaps 
visiting outside the house was a more enjoyed activity. (See away from 
home activities in Table 4.) 
All older Hispanics reported enjoying about the same activities away 
from home, but variations occurred in the order of frequency with which they 
were cited. 
Scottsbluff older Hispanics most frequently cited socializing (visiting) 
as an activity they enjoyed away from home (24 percent). Perhaps they found 
this especially enjoyable since they did so little socializing in their own 
homes (1 percent). Outdoor activities (such as picnics, park visits, walks, 
sightseeing) were the second most frequently named away from home activities 
by older Scottsbluff Hispanics (20 percent). Entertainment (movies, music/ 
dancing, bingo, eating out) was the third most frequently listed away from 
home activity. Other types of away from home activities in order of 
frequency reported were sports, church, chores (shopping), and education. 
Lincoln's older Hispanics enjoyed the following activities away from 
home, in order of frequency cited: entertainment (60 percent), church 
(28 percent), outdoors (10 percent), chores (8 percent), socializing and 
sports (each named by 5 percent of respondents). 
The most frequently cited away from home activities by older Omaha 
Hispanics paralleled Lincoln responses with entertainment also ranking 
first (46 percent) and church second (30 percent). Other activities named 
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by Omaha Hispanics, in order of frequency, were chores (23 percent), outdoor, 
and sports activities (each 20 percent). Older Omaha Hispanics, like Scotts-
bluff Hispanics, also did much more socializing away from home (30 percent) 
than they did at home (5 percent). 
A comparison of three groups suggested that a greater proportion of 
Scottsbluff and Omaha older Hispanics preferred outdoor activities, sports, 
and socializing than did Lincoln respondents. While entertainment seemed 
to be the preference of a greater proportion of older Lincoln Hispanics, 
socializing either at home or away was not. Older Scottsbluff Hispanics 
seemed to attend church activities to a far lesser extent (6 percent) than 
other older Hispanics groups. Again, the range and frequency suggested a 
relatively active population, though fewer activities away from home were 
mentioned than those at home. 
Interestingly, when older Hispanics were asked what activities they 
would enjoy if they could, they cited activities of a similar nature to 
those they had been participating in rather than any drastic change in types 
of activity. The survey yielded fewer responses for desired activity than 
for activities already participated in. 
Interestingly, older Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics reported very 
similar responses to the question on desired activities. For example, the 
three largest categories of desired activities listed by older Scottsbluff 
Hispanics in order of frequency were: chores, gardening/outdoors, and 
sports. Older Lincoln Hispanics cited gardening/outdoors first, and chores 
and sports were cited equally often. For both groups, two of the top three 
desired activities were work oriented home type activities (chores and 
gardening) and were already mentioned frequently under the home activity 
category. By contrast, older Omaha Hispanics tended to desire activities 
that were, for the most part, away from home and would result in social 
interaction. For example, the largest category of desired activities by 
far was entertainment (including dancing, parties, and movies), even though 
it was already the most frequently mentioned away from home activity. Particu-
larly notable among the desired entertainment activities were radio, movies, 
and TV in Spanish; better than half (52 percent) citing a desire for enter-
tainment requested that it be in Spanish. The other top two desired 
categories included, in order of frequency cited: sports, socializing, 
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and outdoor activities (cited equally). Perhaps the compilation of activities 
of older Omaha Hispanics suggests a significant level of need among the 
respondents for more interpersonal interaction. For example, 63 percent of 
those expressing a desire for socializing cited the need for fellowship. 
Difficulties with health and transportation were named as reasons for non-
participation in sports, outdoor activities and chores. 
The religious activities of older Hispanics in the three study areas 
are displayed in Table 45. The majority of older Uispanics in Lincoln, 
(59 percent) and Scottsbluff, (55 percent) reported that they attended 
religious services regularly. Fewer Omahans (38 percent) reported a 
regular attendance at religious services, and some also reported no regular 
religious activities. Other religious activities were group memberships 
(such as fund raising, assisting in services, etc.), and social activities 
(such as bingo, carnivals, etc.). 
Media Patronage 
In addition to the questions on activities and the questions on literacy 
reported upon earlier, older Hispanics were asked whether they regularly 
read newspapers and magazines, listened to the radio, and/or watched 
television. They were also asked whether the media they patronized were 
in Spanish. (See Table 46.) 
Magazines appeared to be the least patronized by all older Scottsbluff 
Hispanics, followed by newspapers, radio, and television (in order of 
increasing usage). However, of the media printed or broadcast in Spanish, 
newspapers were the least patronized, followed by magazines, radio, and 
television (in order of increasing usage). Perhaps less patronage of 
printed materials occurred because nearly 25 percent of older Scottsbluff 
Hispanics could not read. In addition, the figures suggested the presence 
of more Spanish programming in radio and television in the Scottsbluff area 
(out of Denver) as compared to eastern Nebraska. 
Radio appeared to be the least patronized medium by older Lincoln 
Hispanics followed by magazines, newspapers, and television (in order of 
increasing usage). However, of the media printed or broadcast in Spanish, 
television was the least patronized, followed by radio. Newspapers and 
magazines were cited equally often (in order of increasing usage). 
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Type of Activity 
Services (Mass) 
Group membership 
Work for 
Social activities 
None 
TABLE 45 
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES OF OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=82) (n=3 7) 
No. % No. % 
45 55 22 59 
5 6 6 16 
10 12 1 3 
2 2 0 0 
25 30 14 38 
"'Respondents were allowed to select more than one activity per category. 
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Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=79) 
No. % 
30 38 
2 3 
5 6 
5 6 
14 18 
00 
w 
TABLE 46 
PATRONAGE OF MEDIA BY OLDER HISPANICS, AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln 
(n=40) 
Newspapers Magaz·,nes Radio TV Newspapers Magazines Racno TV 
All Older Hispanic Respondents: 
Those who use medium, including Spanish 13}45 18}36 56}70 58}88 33} 66 33} 63 18}61 15}85 
Those who use medium, not in Spanish 32 18 14 30 33 30 43 70 
Those who don't use medium 32 41 30 12 30 33 40 15 
Those who don't read 23 23 - - 5 5 - -
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Total 100 99 100 100 101 101 101 100 
Older Hispanic Respondents Who Use Medium 
In English and Spanish 30 50 20 66 50 52 30 18 
In English only 71 50 80 34 50 48 70 82 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Total 101 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
-
Omaha 
(n=80) 
Newspapers Magazines Radio TV 
25 }62 37 22} 47 25 20}69 49 9g} 95 
29 44 31 5 
9 9 
-
-
-- -- -- --
100 100 100 100 
41 46 29 5 
59 54 71 95 
-- -- -- --
100 100 100 100 
Magazines appeared to be the least patronized by all older Omaha 
Hispanics, followed by newspapers, radio, and television (in order of 
increasing usage). However, nearly the reverse was true of the patronage 
of the media printed or broadcast in Spanish. Television broadcast in 
Spanish was the least patronized, followed by radio, magazines, and news-
papers (in order of increasing usage). 
The problem most clearly evident from these results is that the modes 
of communication utilized most by older Hispanics were the media least 
likely to supply Spanish programming, especially in Omaha and Lincoln. In 
the case of radio and television, Spanish language broadcasting was nearly 
absent, while in the case of newspapers and magazines the availability 
and/or knowledge of sources of Spanish language printing might not always 
be available. At any rate, an obvious need exists for greater availability 
of printed and broadcast material in Spanish when 58 percent of older 
Lincoln Hispanics and 68 percent of those in Omaha were found to be 
bilingual, and 30 percent of older Lincoln Hispanics and 19 percent of 
those in Omaha were found to be able to read only Spanish. 
Printed matter and programming patronized by Omaha's older Hispanics 
are listed below (not in order of patronage). Some of these printed 
materials are mailed to the respondents from Mexico. 
Newspapers: 
Alarma 
La Opinion 
Policia 
Mundo del Mexico 
El Sol 
Newsletter (Chicano Awareness Center) 
Newsletter {Mexican-American 
Commission 
Radio: 
Laboratories Mayo 
Concha Montelongo (KVNO-Omaha) 
Programa Mexicana 
Communidad en acion 
Algunos de Mexico y California 
Stations: KGOS, KNEE, KSTF 
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Magazines: 
Rotiria 
Papeto Socorro 
Detectives 
Life {Spanish version) 
Readers Digest {Spanish version) 
Selecciones 
Diario Las America 
Replica Ideal 
Television: 
Regular and special programming 
on both commercial and public 
television 
Telephone 
Among the older Hispanics surveyed 98 percent of those in Omaha, 95 
percent in Scottsbluff, and 88 percent in Lincoln had telephones in their 
homes. These percentages are significant in themselves, since the availa-
bility of individual home telephones yields an ability to reach others 
rapidly, particularly in emergency situations, assuming a knowledge of 
whom or which agency to call. 
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SECTION VII 
SERVICE USAGE AMONG NEBRASKA'S OLDER HISPANICS 
The principal objective of this report is to assess the availability 
and use of established services for Nebraska's older Hispanic population. 
The concern here is not with the absolute supply of services (for example, 
the number of available hospitals), nor is it with the spatial distribution 
of services (for example, the location of private physicians' offices), 
although these factors are important. This analysis focuses instead upon 
the relative numbers of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha 
who are aware of established services and the frequencies of their partici-
pation in these services. 
Health Services 
Among the most important services used by older citizens and the general 
population are medical/health services. Medical services include both 
personnel (such as doctors and dentists) and facilities (such as hospitals 
and clinics). Medical services also may be either privately or publicly 
financed and/or operated. 
The basic question related to the use of medical services is whether 
the potential user has had a need for such services. (See Tables 47-50.) 
Therefore, the older Hispanic respondents were asked whether and how often 
they had been ill during the previous twelve-month period. Among the three 
locations examined, 73 percent, 67 percent, and 60 percent of older Hispanics 
in Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Omaha, respectively, stated that they had been 
ill during the previous year. Among those who had been ill, 30 percent of 
those in Scottsbluff, 31 percent in Lincoln, and 48 percent in Omaha had 
been ill only once; those repeatedly ill (five or more times) totaled to 8 
percent of those ill in Scottsbluff, 4 percent in Lincoln, and 15 percent in 
Omaha. These percentages increase to 44 percent for Scottsbluff and 42 
percent for Lincoln if the subjective responses of illness "often," "many 
times," and "all the time" are included among the repeatedly ill. Thus, the 
incidence of illness was apparently greatest among the Scottsbluff population 
and least among Omaha's older Hispanics. 
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TABLE 47 
UTILIZATION OF MEDICAL SERVICES BY OLDER HISPANICS, AS PERCENTS 
Two to Five or 
None Once Four More Frequently* Total 
Scottsbluff 
Times ill 27 22 20 6 26 100 
Times sought medical aid 34 9 31 16 9 99 
Times used doctor 56 9 16 14 5 100 
Times used medical clinic 78 4 7 8 2 99 
Times used medical school 100 - - - - 100 
Times used hospital 75 15 11 - - 101 
Times used curandero 99 1 - - - 100 
No Yes Total 
Used dentist in last year 81 19 100 
Had checkup in last year 60 40 100 
Had problem getting 
health services 88 12 100 
Lincoln 
Times ill 33 21 18 3 25 100 
Times sought medical aid 23 5 40 13 20 101 
Times used doctor 23 15 33 23 8 102 
Times used medical clinic 90 5 5 - - 100 
Times used medical school 100 - - - - 100 
Times used hospital 70 13 15 - 3 101 
Times used curandero 100 - - - - 100 
No Yes Total 
Used dentist in last year 65 35 100 
Had checkup in last year 40 60 100 
Had problem getting 
health services 92 8 100 
Omaha 
Times ill 40 29 22 9 - 100 
Times sought medical aid 29 21 20 30 - 100 
Times used doctor 30 28 16 26 - 100 
Times used medical clinic 88 6 4 2 - 100 
Times used medical school 100 - - - - 100 
Times used hospital 68 24 7 1 - 100 
Times used curandero 96 3 1 - - 100 
No Yes Total 
Used dentist in last year 70 30 100 
Had checkup in last year 28 73 101 
Had problem getting 
health services 96 4 100 
*Open-ended responses such as often, lots, many, all the time were grouped under this heading. 
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TABLE 48 
COMPARISON OF HEALTH SERVICES USAGE AND PROBLEMS 
BETWEEN OLDER GROUPS, AS A PERCENT 
Times doctor used 
None 
Once 
Twice or more 
Received health checkup 
Used hospital facility 
Visited a dentist 
Encountered problem 
getting health services 
Including: Availability 
Cost 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
(n=92-95) 
56 
9 
35 
40 
25 
19 
11 
1 
3 
Spanish speaking 
Transportation 4 
Long waits 3 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
(n=37-40) 
23 
15 
63 
60 
31 
35 
8 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
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Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
(n=76-80) 
29 
21 
50 
73 
32 
30 
4 
0 
4 
6 
6 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=1,720) 
18 
22 
60 
63 
26 
37 
5 
1 
2 
1 
TABLE 49 
MANNER OF PAYMENT FOR MEDICAL SERVICES• 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
(n~94) (n~94) (n~28) 
Manner of Payment No. % No. % No. % 
Cash 29 31 19 48 35 46 
Health insurance 4 4 9 23 27 35 
Medicare 56 60 17 43 41 53 
Medicaid 30 32 4 10 6 8 
Other 3 3 
Not paid yet 3 3 0 0 2 3 
*Respondents were allowed to select more than one manner of payment. 
TABLE 50 
COMB INA TJONS OF PAYMENT FOR MEDICAL SERVICES 
AS A PERCENTAGE OF OLDER HISPANICS IN EACH LOCATION 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Health Health Health 
Cash Insurance Medicare Medicaid Cash Insurance Medicare Medicaid Cash Insurance Medicare Medicaid 
Cash - 3 10 2 - 8 13 0 - 5 23 0 
Health insurance 3 - 2 1 8 - 10 0 5 - 19 0 
Medicare 
I 10 2 -
14 13 10 - 0 23 19 
-
0 
Medicaid 2 1 14 - 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 -
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A comparison of frequency of illness to frequency with which medical 
treatment was sought demonstrated a fairly st·r-ong association between the 
incidence of illness and the pursuit of treatment. In fact, respondents 
reported a greater frequency of seeking treatment than of illness in 
Lincoln and Omaha. That greater frequency of treatment than illness might 
be due to the repeated treatment of respondents who contracted their illnesses 
prior to the previous 12 months or to the repeated treatment of certain 
chronic disorders which would prompt treatment but might not incapacitate 
the patient, thus not causing the person to consider himself ill. Examples 
might include such ailments as allergies or skin disorders and their treat-
ments. 
The proportion of older Hispanics receiving annual health checkups 
varied greatly among the three locations--73 percent in Omaha, 60 percent 
in Lincoln, and 40 percent in Scottsbluff. Older Scottsbluff Hispanics 
had the lowest incidence of checkups and the highest incidence of illnesses 
reported, and Omaha's older Hispanics had the highest rate of checkups 
and the lowest incidence of reported illnesses. 
The proportion of older Hispanics using medical services and frequency 
of usage varied by type of medical service and location. Private doctors 
were the most frequently used health service by older Hispanics in all 
three locations. Private doctors were used by 77 percent of Lincoln's, 
70 percent of Omaha's, and 44 percent of Scottsbluff's older Hispanics. The 
lesser proportion of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff consulting private 
doctors might be, in part, attributed to older Scottsbluff Hispanics' smaller 
incomes and abilities to pay for medical services. 
Hospitals were the second most frequently utilized health service, 
although used at a far lesser rate than were private doctors. Hospitals were 
used by 32 percent of Omaha's older Hispanics, 30 percent of Lincoln's, and 
25 percent of Scottsbluff's. 
Older Hispanics in Scottsbluff (22 percent) used medical clinics about 
twice as frequently as their counterparts in Omaha (12 percent) and Lincoln 
(10 percent). Even so, older Hispanics used medical clinics infrequently 
for the most part. Medical school facilities were not used at all by older 
Hispanics in any of the locations. The non-use of medical school facilities 
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by Omaha's older Hispanics is surprising in view of the presence of two 
medical colleges in Omaha, Creighton University and the University of 
Nebraska. 
A minority of older Hispanics consulted dentists at all three locations. 
However, the older Hispanics in the Scottsbluff area visited their dentists 
far less readily than did the other groups. Whether the infrequent consulta-
tion with dentists was due to a lack of problems or an avoidance of dental 
treatment or other reasons could not be determined. However, the lower 
incomes of Scottsbluff older Hispanics might have influenced their less 
frequent use of dentists. 
An additional category of health personnel that older Hispanics might 
use was the curandero. The curandero may be defined as a folk practitioner 
or folk healer (Campa, 1979, pp. 201-203) and was included as an option 
because of his traditional availability to and patronage by Mexican-Americans. 1 
Very few older Hispanics in any of the locations stated that they had consulted 
a curandero during the previous year--one in Scottsbluff, three in Omaha, and 
none in Lincoln. One man in Omaha did state that he traveled to Mexico once 
a year specifically to consult his curandero. 
The only one of the demographic characteristics of older Hispanics that 
demonstrated a statistical association with frequency of medical service usage 
was income. Unfortunately, this suggests that treatment is dependent upon 
income rather than need and that those persons with lesser incomes will 
utilize medical services less. 
The comparison of medical services utilized by older Hispanics with 
usage by older Nebraskans yielded several differences. (See Table 48.) 
Generally, older Hispanics used private doctors and dentists less than did 
older Nebraskans; older Scottsbluff Hispanics used doctors and dentists 
markedly less. Hospitals were used slightly more by older Hispanics in Omaha 
and Lincoln but less by Scottsbluff Hispanics than they were by other older 
Nebraskans. Similarly, older Hispanics in Lincoln and, particularly, 
1 The term curandero is only one of many differentiating labels ascribed 
to practitioners of Mexican "folk medicine"; others include the partera ' 
(midwife), the sanador (healer), the medico (combining herbal and religious 
treatment), and the arbolario (originally, an herb dispenser) (Campa, 1979, 
pp. 201-203). Additionally, the use of folk healers is not unique to the 
Hispanic ethno-cultural group; many other ethnic groups have had their 
traditional folk cures, and some within those groups continue to patronize 
the folk remedies. 
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Scottsbluff received health checkups less often than did other older 
Nebraskans, though older Omaha Hispanics reported a greater frequency of 
health checkups than did other older Nebraskans. 
These differences in health services usage between older Hispanics and 
other older Nebraskans, though not generally great, might be due to some 
combination of differences in age, levels of health, attitudes toward 
services, number and availability of services, and, of course, the incomes 
of potential users. However, the balance between those influences on usage 
could not be determined here. 
Problems Acquiring Health Services 
The willingness of potential patients to utilize health services and 
the frequency with which they do so is influenced by the problems encountered 
in attempting to acquire the services. If the problems are perceived to be 
significant enough, they will serve as barriers to health delivery for at 
least a portion of the potential users. 
A relatively small proportion of older Hispanics claimed to have had 
problems in acquiring health services, though that proportion was greater, 
for the most part, than the small proportion of older Nebraskans who also 
cited problems associated with health service acquisition. (See Table 48.) 
Older Hispanics in the Scottsbluff area registered the greatest frequency 
of problems. Cumulatively cost, transportation, availability of Spanish-
speaking personnel, long waits (culturally unacceptable), and availability 
of services were, in order of frequency, the problems most cited by older 
Hispanics. Thus, though the numbers and proportions were small, a minority 
of older citizens did experience problems in acquiring adequate health 
services. 
Manner of Payment for Health Services 
Older Hispanics were not uniform in the manner in which they paid for 
medical services. The number and percentage of users by manner of payment 
are listed in Table 49. Medicare was the most frequently used manner of 
payment by a majority of older Hispanics in Scottsbluff and Omaha; older 
Lincoln Hispanics used Medicare second most, after the use of cash for 
payment. 
A sizable proportion of older Hispanics used more than one manner of 
payment for medical services, 47 percent in Omaha, 32 percent in Scottsbluff, 
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and 31 percent in Lincoln. (See Table 50.) The most frequently used 
combination of methods of payment in all three locations was by Medicare 
or Medicaid and cash. In Lincoln and Omaha, the second most often used 
combination was Medicare and health insurance. For all three locations, 
next in combined usage was cash and health insurance. 
Legal Services 
Older Hispanics were asked whether they had encountered legal problems 
during the previous twelve-month period. Table 51 demonstrates that Lincoln's 
older Hispanics experienced the lowest frequency of legal problems. In 
addition, Lincoln was an exception in that older Hispanics who experienced 
legal problems did not seek legal services; the other Hispanic groups 
sought counsel as often as (Omaha) or more often than (Scottsbluff) they 
experienced problems. In comparison to other older Nebraskans, older 
Hispanics experienced a far lower rate of legal problems. 
The preferences of older Hispanics for legal counsel are displayed in 
Table 52. All those who had problems cited whom they contacted for legal 
counsel, and all those without legal problems volunteered whom they would 
consult if they did have problems. A majority (59 percent) of older Hispanics 
in Omaha voiced their preferences for using a lawyer as their best source of 
legal advice. In Lincoln and Scottsbluff, lawyers and family members were 
selected about equally as often as the preferred source of legal counsel 
among older Hispanics. The other possible sources of legal advice were not 
cited very frequently, except for the selection of priests/ministers (14 
percent) by Scottsbluff's older Hispanics. 
Enfranchisement (Register/Vote) 
As an indicator of their political identity/involvement, older Hispanics 
were asked whether they were registered to vote and whether they voted in 
the last election. (See Table 53.) Clearly, older Hispanics in Lincoln and 
Scottsbluff were more similar to one another and somewhat different from 
Omaha's older Hispanics with regard to voting. A greater proportion of Omaha's 
Hispanics (52 percent) were registered to vote than were older Hispanics 
in Lincoln (40 percent) or Scottsbluff (35 percent). Further, older Omaha 
Hispanics who were registered were more likely to have voted (80 percent) 
than older Hispanics in Lincoln (63 percent) and Scottsbluff (59 percent). 
Therefore, Omaha's older Hispanics would appear to be the most active 
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Had legal problem 
Used legal services 
TABLE 51 
PERCENT OF OLDER CITIZENS EXPERIENCING 
LEGAL i'ROBLEMS BY GROUP 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
(n=97) (n=40) (n=80) 
5 3 8 
9 0 8 
TABLE 52 
Older 
Nebraskans 
(n=l, 720) 
26 
OLDER HISPANICS' PREFERENCES FOR LEGAL COUNSEL, 
AS A PERCENT 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics 
Person Consulted No. % No. % No. % 
Lawyer 38 40 17 47 46 59 
Family 40 43 16 44 22 28 
Friends 1 1 2 6 5 6 
Minister/priest 13 14 0 0 2 3 
Medical doctor I 1 0 0 I I 
Other professional I I 1 3 2 3 
Total 94 100 36 100 78 100 
TABLE 53 
POLITICAL REGISTRATION AND VOTING AMONG OLDER HISPANICS 
Scottsbluff 
Older Hispanics 
No. % 
Registered and voted 20 21 
Registered; didn't vote 14 IS 
Not registered 62 65 
Total 96 101 
95 
Lincoln 
Older Hispanics 
No. % 
10 25 
6 IS 
24 60 
40 100 
Omaha 
Older Hispanics 
No. % 
33 42 
8 10 
37 47 
78 99 
politically while older Hispanics in Scottsbluff were the least. 
Public Services - Program Usage 
A number of public programs exist specifically to assist older citizens. 
These programs are designed to assist with finances, health and nutrition, 
security, and/or transportation and communications. The question at hand 
is whether the programs designed to meet the needs of older citizens are 
reaching older Hispanics. The first step in finding the answer to that 
question is to determine whether older Hispanics are aware of these programs, 
and, if they are, do they use the services? 
The awareness of and participation in selected public programs by older 
Hispanics is summarized in Table 54. At the most general level only one of 
the 16 public programs (15 in Omaha) examined could claim a majority of 
older Hispanics as participants in any of the three locations surveyed. 
That program, Social Security, serviced 78 percent of older Hispanics in 
Omaha, 63 percent in Lincoln, and 59 percent in Scottsbluff. The remaining 
older Hispanics did not participate in the program, and 8 percent in Omaha, 
8 percent in Lincoln, and 6 percent in Scottsbluff had not even heard of it. 
A majority of older Hispanics were aware of a number of other programs but 
did not participate in them. Seven of those were in Lincoln and six in 
Omaha but only three in Scottsbluff. The Handibus transportation program 
was recognized by a majority of older Hispanics in all three locations, as 
was the Meals on Wheels program. A majority of older Hispanics from both 
Omaha and Lincoln recognized the Senior Citizens Centers. In addition, a 
majority of older Hispanics in Lincoln were aware of the Handyman Repair 
Service and a winterize and insulate program. 
The majority of older Hispanics did not recognize the remaining programs--
eight of the programs in Omaha, seven in Scottsbluff, and only five in 
Lincoln. In all three locations, the majority of older Hispanics were 
unaware of the Home Health Care, Homemaker/Chores, Friendly Visitors, and 
Retired Senior Volunteers programs. The majority of older Hispanics in Omaha 
and Scottsbluff were unaware of the Telephone Reassurance program. In 
addition, the Supplemental Security Income, Handyman Repair Service, and 
winterize, and. insulate programs were unrecognized by the majority of Omaha's 
older Hispanics, and the Senior Citizen Discount and Housing Rehabilitation 
programs were unrecognized by older Hispanics in Lincoln. 
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TABLE 54 
AWARENESS OF PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY BY OLDER HISPANICS 
Cateaorv of Awareness 
I II Ill Number and Percent 
Heard of of Program 
Heard of and But Did Not Had Not Participants 
Participated Participate Heard of Encountering 
Number of in Program in Program Program Spanish-Speaking 
Type and Name of Program Respondents {Percent) (Percent) {Percent) Personnel 
Scottsbluff 
Financial 
Social Security 95 59' 35 6 33 (of 56)- 59% 
Supplemental Security Income 88 34 33 33 12 (of 30)- 40% 
Senior Citizen Discount 86 7 26 67' 2 (of 6)- 33% 
Welfare 86 31 45 23 7(of27)- 26% 
Health/Nutrition 
Food Stamps 91 35 44 21 8(of32)- 25% 
Meals on Wheels 91 9 54' 37 5 (of 8)- 63% 
Home Health Care 87 13 20 68' 4 (of 11)- 36% 
Residential 
Handyman Repair Service 89 19 49 31 9 (of 171- 53% 
Homemaker/Chores 82 9 30 61" 5 (of 71- 71% 
Winterize and Insulate go 24 40 36 12 (of 22)- 55% 
Housing Rehabilitation Assistance 75 9 35 56' 2 (of 7)- 29% 
Interaction 
Senior Citizen Center 95 18 61" 21 12 (of 17)- 71% 
Friendly Visitors 85 9 12 79' 4 (of 8)- 50% 
Telephone Reassurance 85 0 9 91' -
Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP) 84 1 20 79. 0 (of 1)- 0% 
Handibus Transportation 90 20 51' 29 8(of181- 44% 
Lincoln 
Financial 
Social SecuritY 40 63' 30 8 1 (of 251- 4% 
Supplemental Security Income 37 22 30 49 0 (of 8)- 0% 
Senior Citizen Discount 38 13 53' 34 0 (of 51- 0% 
Welfare 39 26 62' 13 0 (of 101- 0% 
Health/Nutrition 
Food Stamps 39 18 74• 8 0 (of 7)- 0% 
Meals on Wheels 39 10 54' 36 0 {of 4)- 0% 
Home Health Care 38 8 39 53' 0 (of 3)- 0% 
Residential 
Handyman Repair Service 38 8 50' 42 1 {of 3)- 33% 
Homemaker/Chores 38 3 47 50. 0 (of 1) - 0% 
Winterize and Insulate 38 8 58' 34 1 (of 3)- 33% 
Housing Rehabilitation Assistance 36 6 39 56' 0 (of 21- 0% 
Interaction 
Senior Citizen Center 38 11 42 47 0 (of 41- 0% 
Friendly Visitors 38 3 29 68' 0 (of 1) - 0% 
Telephone Reassurance 38 5 47 47 0 (of 2)- 0% 
Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP) 37 3 43 54' 0 (of 1) - 0% 
Handibus Transportation 40 5 68' 28 0 (of 21- 0% 
Omaha 
Financial 
Social Security 76 78' 14 8 10 (of 60)- 17% 
Supplemental Security Income 74 5 30 65' 0 (of 4)- 0% 
Senior Citizen Discount 75 11 60' 29 3 (of 8)- 38% 
Welfare 74 8 64' 28 0 (of 6)- 0% 
Health/Nutrition 
Food Stamps 75 12 75' 13 3 (of 9)- 33% 
Meals on Wheels 76 12 eo• 28 2 (of 9)- 22% 
Home Health Care 74 3 30 67' 0 (of 2)- 0% 
Residential 
Handyman Repair Service 74 9 38 53' 0 {of 8)- 0% 
Homemaker/Chores 76 0 41 59' -
Winterize and Insulate 76 3 47 50' 0 (of 8)- 0% 
Interaction 
Senior Citizen Center 77 16 58' 26 8 (of 121- 67% 
Friendly Visitors 68 3 26 71' 2 (of 2) -100% 
Telephone Reassurance 75 0 12 88' -
Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP} 73 4 36 so• 1 (of 3)- 33% 
Handibus Transportation 75 11 53' 36 2 (of 81- 25% 
*Category of awareness for each program with which a majority of older Hispanics identified themselves. 
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Public Services - User Characteristics 
The characteristics of users of public programs were examined for those 
programs that attracted relatively greater proportions of older Hispanics 
at each location. Because of the relatively meager usage of public programs 
by older Hispanics at all three locations, this analysis examined user 
characteristics for programs with as few as 10 percent of respondents 
participating. Only three programs were used by more than 10 percent of 
the respondents at all three locations--the Social Security program, Food 
Stamp program, and Senior Citizens Center program. 
The Social Security program was the only one examined which included 
a substantial proportion of older Hispanic participants from all three 
locations--78 percent in Omaha, 63 percent in Lincoln, and 59 percent in 
Scottsbluff. An examination of user characteristics revealed the proportions 
of users were rather evenly distributed by demographic characteristics (such 
as sex, educational level, and income). Exceptions included the fact that 
proportionately more married persons than singles in Scottsbluff and Lincoln 
participated in the program,.and proportionately greater numbers of the more 
elderly used the program than did the less aged. Generally, no definable 
subgroup used the Social Security program more than others. 
The Food Stamp program was used by a far lesser proportion of older 
Hispanics--35 percent in Scottsbluff, 18 percent in Lincoln, and 12 percent 
in Omaha. Among users in Omaha proportionately more were younger, married, 
and renting. In Lincoln, proportionately more were female, living alone, 
and renting. For Scottsbluff, more were younger, living alone, and renting. 
Thus, the only uniform characteristic of Food Stamp participants among the 
three locations was the fact that they did not own their residences, perhaps 
indicative of their smaller incomes. 
The third program used by at least 10 percent of older Hispanics at all 
three locations was the Senior Citizens Center program, used by 18 percent 
in Scottsbluff, 16 percent in Omaha, and 11 percent in Lincoln. In Omaha, 
program users tended to be evenly distributed by sex, proportionately more 
often single, and relatively younger. More Scottsbluff program users tended 
to be female, single, and were relatively younger. For Lincoln, more program 
participants were female, married, and relatively younger. Thus, the 
commonality among older Hispanic users at the three survey locations was their 
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relatively younger ages. 
A number of other programs had more than 10 percent of respondents 
participating from two of the three locations surveyed. More than 10 
percent of respondents participated in J:1vo programs in both Lincoln and 
Scottsbluff. These were the Supplemental Security Income (34 percent in 
Scottsbluff and 22 percent in Lincoln) and Welfare programs (31 percent in 
Scottsbluff and 26 percent in Lincoln). For both Lincoln and Omaha two 
programs were used by 10 percent or more of respondents; these were the 
Meals on Wheels (12 percent in Omaha and 10 percent in Lincoln) and Senior 
Citizen Discount programs (13 percent in Lincoln and 11 percent in Omaha). 
For both Omaha and Scottsbluff the Handibus Transportation program was 
used by at least 10 percent of respondents--20 percent in Scottsbluff and 
11 percent in Omaha. 
No definable subgroup or user characteristics could be determined for 
the users of the Supplemental Security Income program in both Lincoln and 
Scottsbluff--except for their relatively lower incomes. In fact, the users 
were quite different in the two places: proportionately more were female, 
younger, married, and renting in Scottsbluff but more evenly distributed by 
sex, age, marital status, and ownership status in Lincoln. 
Aside from lower incomes, the participants in Welfare in both Lincoln 
and Scottsbluff did exhibit certain common characteristics. These included 
proportionately more females, retired persons, and renters. 
The remaining programs used by at least 10 percent of Hispanics at two 
locations demonstrated no uniform user characteristics; these included the 
Meals on Wheels and Senior Citizen Discount programs in Lincoln and Omaha, 
and the Handibus program in Omaha and Scottsbluff. 
More than participation rates must be determined, however, in order to 
assess the adequacy of public programs in reaching their intended clients. 
Two additional considerations are whether the potential program users 
qualify for the programs and whether they wish to participate. 
The financial characteristics of older Hispanics (discussed above) 
suggested that considerably greater numbers of older Hispanics were qualified 
to participate in certain programs than were participating. With so many 
older Hispanic households falling below the low income status (according to 
HUD guidelines), the proportions of households eligible for financially 
defined programs were greater than those who were participating. 
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As an example, with 87 percent of older Hispanics renting their residences 
and 90 percent at or below low income level in ~aha, those qualified to 
receive assistance through residential programs should logically exceed the 
currentnumberof users. Likewise, considering the sizable minority in 
Omaha who ate alone (25 percent) and the relatively low participation in 
the Meals on Wheels program (12 percent), some additional demand for that 
service should be found among older Hispanics there. In similar manner, 
given the considerable dependence upon travel by foot and by bus among 
older Hispanics and the prominence of transportation problems cited by the 
few who had difficulty receiving health care, both the Handibus and Home 
Health Care programs might be expected to have a greater number of 
participants than was the case. Evidence was thus strong that the current 
demand for public programs among older Hispanics was not being met by the 
supply. 
Whether actual demand for public programs among older Hispanics 
exceeded the supply was not so clear, particularly in non-financial programs. 
In other words, while older Hispanics might be eligible, they might not 
desire to participate in some public programs. As an example, although 85 
percent of Omaha 1 s older Hispanics knew of a hot noon meal program, only 
31 percent participated regularly or occasionally. Whether that knowledge 
without participation was due to disinterest, lack of transportation, or 
some other reason(s) was difficult to establish. Likewise, while the earlier 
analysis of social interaction suggested a need for additional interaction 
(particularly with non-relatives) for some, whether older Hispanics desired 
that greater interaction with non-relatives through public programs was not 
really clear. Therefore, whether the older Hispanics would utilize 
additional interaction services if given the opportunity was not clear either. 
An alternative way of examining the relative desirability of a public 
program might be to compare rates of participation in that program with 
rates of knowledge about the program between the age subgroups. If the 
proportion of older Hispanics with knowledge about a program increases with 
age (60's to 70's to SO's) but participation decreases, then participation 
in that program either becomes less desirable among older Hispanics with 
increasing age or becomes less accessible. In such a case, the public 
agency must either demonstrate the desirability of the program to potential 
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clients or facilitate their usage of the program. One of the selected 
programs which fits that pattern is the Senior Citizens Center program in 
Omaha. 
Alternatively, if the proportion of older Hispanics participating 
in a program incr"ases with age but the proportion' knowledgeable about the 
program decreases, then the public program would seem to be failing to 
reach Hispanics who would use it. The two programs which fit this case 
are the Handibus Transportation program and the Handyman Repair Service 
program in Omaha. 
In short, the needs of older Hispanics can be documented, and their 
lack of participation in and knowledge of programs can be shown. Less 
clear, however, is whether established public programs are serving an 
adequate proportion of Hispanics in need and, more importantly, whether 
older Hispanics desire that public assistance. If the assumption is made 
that Hispanics desire and would participate in public programs addressing 
their needs, then the indication is strong that established public programs 
for the elderly need to reach a greater proportion of older Hispanics than 
they are at present. 
Public Services - Hispanic/Non-Hispanic Comparisons 
The extent of the usage of public programs by older Hispanics can be 
further analyzed by comparing their usage rates to those of other older 
Nebraskans. (See Table 55.) Given the proportionately greater number of 
older Hispanics receiving relatively lower incomes, older Hispanics would 
be expected to utilize public programs (particularly those involving 
financial aid) to a greater extent than would older Nebraskans in general. 
(Some of the differences in participation between groups may be influenced 
by the existence of the program in one location, such as Lincoln, but not 
in all locations across the state.) 
Older Nebraskans participated to a greater extent than did older 
Hispanics in all three locations for the Social Security and Senior Citizen 
Discount programs. Older Nebraskans also used Senior Citizens Centers to 
a greater extent than did Lincoln and Scottsbluff older Hispanics and also 
used the Telephone Reassurance program to a greater extent than did Omaha 
and Scottsbluff older Hispanics. 
By individual locations, older Nebraskans participated more than did 
Scottsbluff's older Hispanics in four of the 15 comparable public programs 
examined. The four public programs with greater participation from older 
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TABLE 55 
A COMPARISON OF AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION AREAS AMONG OLDER GROUPS 
Awareness 
Percent Percent of Scottsb[ uff Percent of Lincoln Percent of Omaha 
of Older Scottsbluff's Compared Lincoln's Compared Omaha's Compared 
Nebraskans Older to Older Older to Older Older to Older 
Type and Name of Program 0"'1,720 Hispanics Nebraskans Hispanics Nebraskans Hispanics Nebraskans 
Financial 
Social Security 97 94 less 93 less 92 less 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 48 67 more 52 more 35 less 
Senior Citizen Discount 67 33 Jess 66 tess 71 more 
Welfare 83 76 less 88 more 72 Jess 
Health/Nutrition 
Food Stamps - 79 - 92 - 87 -
Meals on Wheels 91 63 less 64 less 72 less 
Home Health Care 46 33 less 47 more 33 less 
Residential 
Handyman Repair Service 52 68 more 58 more 47 less 
Homemaker/Chores 36 39 more 50 more 41 more 
Winterize and Insulate 53 64 more 66 more 50 less 
Housing Rehabilitation Assistance - 44 - 45 - - -
Interaction 
Senior Citizen Center 88 79 less 53 Jess 74 Jess 
Friendly Visitors 21 21 same 32 more 29 more 
Telephone Reassurance 22 9 less 52 more 12 less 
Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP) 40 21 less 46 more 40 same 
Handibus Transportation 72 71 less 73 more 64 less 
Participation 
Percent Percent of Scottsbluff Percent of Lincoln Percent of Omaha 
of Older Scottsbluff's Compared Lincoln's Compared Omaha's Compared 
Nebraskans Older to Older Older to Older Older to Older 
Type and Name of Program n=1 ,720 Hispanics Nebraskans Hispanics Nebraskans Hispanics Nebraskans 
Financial 
Social SecuritY 81 59 less 63 less 78 less 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 7 34 more 22 more 5 less 
Senior Citizen Discount 24 7 less 13 Jess 11 less 
Welfare 5 31 more 26 more 8 more 
Health/Nutrition 
Food Stamps 4 35 more 18 more 12 more 
Meals on Wheels 8 9 more 10 more 12 more 
Home Health Care 2 13 more 8 more 3 more 
Residential 
Handyman Repair Service 5 19 more 8 more 9 more 
Homemaker/Chores 2 9 more 3 mQf€ 0 less 
Winterize and Insulate 3 24 more 8 more 3 same 
Housing Rehabilitation Assistance - 9 - 6 - - -
Interaction 
Senior Citizen Center 18 18 same 11 less 16 less 
Friendly Visitors 2 9 more 3 mare 3 more 
Telephone Reassurance 2 0 Jess 5 more 0 less 
Retired Senior Volunteers (RSVP) 3 1 less 3 same 4 more 
Handibus Transportation 8 20 more 5 Jess 11 more 
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Nebraskans included the Senior Citizen Discount, Social Security, 
Telephone Reassurance, and Retired Senior Volunteers programs. For Lincoln, 
older Nebraskans participated more than older Hispanics in four programs. 
These included the Social Security, Senior Citizen Discount, Senior Citizens 
Center, and Handibus programs. 
Finally, older Nebraskans participated to a greater extent than did 
Omaha's older Hispanics in six of the 15 selected public programs examined. 
The six included Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, Senior 
Citizen Discounts, Homemaker/Chores, Senior Citizens Centers, and Telephone 
Reassurance. 
The greater participation of older Nebraskans, as compared to older 
Hispanics, in several financial programs was the opposite of what would be 
expected, based upon the lower incomes of the older Hispanic group. Like-
wise, the greater participation of older Nebraskans in programs oriented 
toward improved interaction was somewhat surprising in view of the somewhat 
lesser overall interaction of older Hispanics with relatives and, especially, 
friends. Thus, older Hispanics appeared to be participating disproportion-
ately less than did older Nebraskans in several of the public service 
programs examined. 
The need for public service programs to reach a greater proportion of 
older Hispanics was further substantiated by the comparison of program 
awareness between older Hispanics and older Nebraskans. (See Table 55.) 
As compared to older Nebraskans, Lincoln's older Hispanics were less aware 
of four programs, Scottsbluff's older Hispanics were less aware of nine, and 
older Hispanics in Omaha of ten. Older Hispanics in Lincoln seemed to be 
the most aware of programs overall, and Omaha's older Hispanics appeared to 
be the least informed. 
If a greater awareness of public programs is likely to generate greater 
program participation, then program usage by older Hispanics should increase 
with an increased awareness. The anticipation of increased participation 
with increased awareness is particularly true for older Hispanics since the 
existence of unmet needs can be documented. 
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SECTION VIII 
ATTITUDES OF OMAHA'S OLDER HISPANICS 
Severity of Problems 
Each of the older Hispanics surveyed for this study was read a list 
of problem areas and asked to evaluate them as being very serious, somewhat 
serious, or not serious. (See Appendix II for the questionnaire.) 
Respondents first evaluated the seriousness of each of the problem areas for 
the Hispanic community; then they evaluated the seriousness for themselves. 
(See Table 56.) The seriousness of problems for the community should be 
influenced by respondents' evaluations for themselvese 
Each of the problem areas was viewed as more serious for the Hispanic 
community in general than for the older Hispanics themselves. In nearly all 
cases, the percentage of respondents who viewed a problem as not serious for 
themselves exceeded the proportion who viewed the problem as not serious for 
their communities. Conversely, the percentage of respondents who viewed a 
problem as either somewhat or very serious for the Hispanic community 
exceeded those who viewed the problem as somewhat/very serious for themselves. 
The exception to this pattern was the evaluation of several problem areas by 
Scottsbluff's older Hispanics as more serious for themselves (for six 
problem areas undersnmewhat serious and for one problem area under somewhat 
or very serious). 
The seriousness of the problem areas to older Hispanics varied widely 
among the three locations. Scottsbluff's older Hispanics clearly considered 
the problem areas to be most serious. A majority of older Scottsbluff Hispanics 
considered each one of the problem areas to be somewhat or very serious for 
themselves and their communities. Further, a majority of older Hispanics in 
Scottsbluff considered 15 of the 16 problem areas to be very serious for 
their communities and 12 of the 15 problem areas to be very serious for them-
selves. 
At the other extreme, in no instance did a majority of Omaha's older 
Hispanics rate a problem area as very serious, either for the Hispanic 
community or for themselves. A majority of respondents did consider ten of 
the problem areas as either somewhat or very serious for the Hispanic community; 
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TABLE 56 
OLDER HISPANICS' VIEWS OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF PROBLEM AREAS 
For the CommunitY For the Re~ndent 
I II Ill /land Ill I II Ill II and Ill 
Somewhat Somewhat 
Not Somewhat Very or Very Not Somewhat Very or Very 
Problem Number of Serious Serious Serious Serious Number of Serious Serious Serious Serious 
Area Respondents (Percent)t {Percent}t {Percent}t (Percent) Respondents (Percent)f {Percent)f (Percent)f (Percent) 
Scottsbluff 
Language 96 15 16 70 85. 92 27 9 64 73' 
Elderly Services 89 21 15 64 79' 86 35 9 56 65' 
Alcohol 84 11 12 77 89. 57 44 18 39 56' 
Education 88 25 17 58 75' 70 33 14 53 67' 
Youth Activities 84 29 12 60 71' 59 36 9 56 64. 
Culture Loss 95 11 3 86 90' 87 9 8 83 91. 
Housing 84 13 11 76 87' 68 21 13 66 79' 
Recreation 80 26 19 55 74. 65 40 12 48 60' 
Crime 91 18 14 68 82' 83 25 8 66 75. 
Drugs 85 9 5 86 91. 62 23 3 74 77' 
Transportation 89 16 6 79 84. 78 31 9 60 69. 
Employment 83 13 10 77 87' 61 25 12 64 75. 
Health Services 85 33 15 52 67' 88 43 10 47 57' 
Discrimination 91 31 11 58 69' 84 33 12 55 67' 
Welfare 83 29 17 54 71. 73 37 8 55 63' 
Law Enforcement 74 37 18 46 64. 67 46 18 36 54. 
Lincoln 
Language 38 47 29 24 53' 40 Q;l 15 23 38 
Elderly Services 36 50 33 17 50' 36 ?f; 22 3 25 
Alcohol 34 29 15 56 71 • 33 \19 3 3 6 
Education 33 36 27 36 64. 37 68 22 11 32 
Youth Activities 30 47 33 20 53' 25 72 24 4 28 
Culture Loss 32 25 25 50 75' 38 45 18 37 55* 
Housing 35 31 49 20 69' 38 79 13 8 21 
Recreation 31 36 36 29 65' 34 7i 15 15 29 
Crime 35 63 14 23 37 36 83 11 6 17 
Drugs 33 36 18 46 64' 32 88 6 6 13 
Transportation 32 !ill 22 19 41 39 72 8 21 28 
Employment 36 36 31 33 64' 36 64 31 6 36 
Health Services 38 Q!l 29 5 34 38 64 13 3 16 
Discrimination 33 ~ 27 18 46 38 76 16 8 24 
Welfare 31 0§ 32 10 42 31 84 10 7 16 
Law Enforcement 36 12;! 8 8 17 36 ~ 3 6 8 
Omaha 
Language 79 33 30 37 67' 75 37 51 21 63' 
Elderly Services 79 40 29 32 60' 70 43 37 21 57" 
Alcohol 77 45 29 26 55' 56 l'! 18 8 26 
Education 77 39 30 31 61' 61 49 26 25 51' 
Youth Activities 72 59 24 17 41 40 Ll 15 12 27 
Culture Loss 80 26 33 41 74' 70 49 19 32 51' 
Housing 77 60 24 16 40 63 BB 13 0 12 
Recreation 77 57 26 18 43 62 76 24 0 24 
Crime 78 36 28 36 64' 72 64 23 13 36 
Drugs 74 40 33 27 60* 58 75 18 8 25 
Transportation 79 49 24 28 51' 69 55 21 24 45 
Employment 78 43 30 27 57' 63 74 21 5 26 
Health Services 80 54 24 22 46 72 70 19 11 30 
Discrimination 75 45 27 28 55' 71 65 22 14 35 
Welfare 70 59 28 13 41 53 74 15 11 26 
Law Enforcement 76 69 27 4 31 64 81 16 4 19 
tpercentages were computed from those r66pondents expressing opinions: non-respondents were excluded. Percentages in columns r, Jl, and Ill 
may not total to 100 percent due to rounding error. 
*Problem areas with a majority of respondents expressing somewhat or very serious concern. 
Underlining identifies those problem areas with a majority of respondents expressing a not serious view of the issue. 
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however, only four of the problem areas were rated as somewhat/very 
serious for the older Hispanics themselves. The majority of respondents 
considered six of the problem areas not serious for the Hispanic community 
in general, and the majority of older Hispanics considered a total of 12 
problem areas to be not serious for themselves. However, a sizable minority 
of the Omaha respondents did consider several problem areas very serious 
for themselves and for their communities. For example, in excess of 20 
percent of respondents considered language, elderly services, education, 
culture loss, and transportation to be very serious problems for themselves. 
Lincoln's older Hispanics fell between the Omaha and Scottsbluff 
respondents in evaluating the seriousness of problem areas. A majority of 
older Hispanics in Lincoln evaluated ten of the problem areas as somewhat 
to very serious for the community, and a majority evaluated two of the 
problem areas as very serious for their community. However, only one 
problem area was evaluated by a majority as somewhat to very serious for 
themselves, and none of the problem areas was evaluated as very serious 
for themselves by a majority. 
In order to simplify the evaluations of problem areas, they were ranked 
according to the percentage of older Hispanics who considered the problems 
somewhat/very serious for the community and for themselves, respectively. 
Using this procedure, the five problem areas receiving the most serious 
rankings were compiled for both the Hispanic community and older Hispanics 
themselves. (See Table 57.) Culture loss and language occurred within the 
top five rankings of problem areas for each of the locations. Culture loss 
received particularly prominent mention as serious for older Hispanics in 
Lincoln and Scottsbluff and also as serious for the Hispanic community in 
Omaha. Alcohol and/or drug problems also ranked within the top five problem 
areas for each location. 
Other problem areas varied within the top five rankings by location of 
the Hispanic community surveyed. Housing and employment appeared among the 
top five problem areas for Lincoln and Scottsbluff but not for Omaha. 
Education was among the top five in Omaha and Lincoln but not in Scottsbluff. 
Services for the elderly were evaluated by older Omaha Hispanics as one of 
the top five problems for themselves and their communities; however, services 
for the elderly were not among the top five problems for Lincoln or Scottsbluff. 
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I 
Scottsbluff 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Problem Area Serious Rank 
Drugs 91 1 
Culture Loss 90 2 
Alcohol 89 3 
Housing 87 4 
Employment 87 4 
Language 85 5 
Scottsbluff 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Problem Area Serious Rank 
Culture Loss 91 1 
Housing 79 2 
Drugs 77 3 
Crime 75 4 
Employment 75 4 
Language 73 5 
TABLE 57 
RANKING OF SERIOUSNESS OF PROBLEM AREAS 
ACCORDING TO RESPONSES OF OLDER HISPANICS 
I. Most Serious Problems for the Hispanic Community 
Lincoln 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Problem Area Serious Rank Problem Area 
Culture Loss 75 1 Culture Loss 
Alcohol 71 2 Language 
Housing 69 3 Crime 
Recreation 65 4 Education 
Drugs 64 5 Elderly Services 
Education 64 5 Drugs 
Employment 64 5 
II. Most Serious Problems for Older Hispanics 
Lincoln 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Problem Area Serious Rank Problem Area 
Culture Loss 55 1 Language 
Language 38 2 Elderly Services 
Employment 36 3 Education 
Education 32 4 Culture Loss 
Recreation 29 5 Transportation 
Crime 
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Omaha 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Serious Rank 
74 1 
67 2 
64 3 
61 4 
60 5 
60 5 
Omaha 
Percent 
Somewhat 
To Very 
Serious Rank 
63 1 
57 2 
51 3 
51 3 
45 4 
36 5 
Problem Severity: Hispanic/Non-Hispanic Comparison 
The evaluation of problem areas by older Hispanics can be compared to 
the evaluation of a more limited number of problem areas by older Nebraskans. 
(See Table 58.) For each problem area examined a greater proportion of 
older Hispanics in each location viewed the problems as somewhat or very 
serious than did older Nebraskans. 
Older Hispanics in Scottsbluff consistently expressed the greatest 
concern with problem areas, and other older Nebraskans expressed the least 
concern. Even the more moderate concern of Omaha's older Hispanics among 
the Hispanic groups appeared greater when compared to the concern expressed 
by older Nebraskans. For example, while no more than 16 percent of older 
Nebraskans viewed any one of the eight problem areas as somewhat or very 
serious (for that combined category), no fewer than 13 percent of Omaha's 
older Hispanics evaluated any of the problems to be somewhat or very serious. 
When the eight problem areas were rank-ordered according to the percentage 
of respondents who considered the problems to be somewhat or very serious for 
themselves at each location, correspondence among the rankings of the 
different groups was at a minimum. If the rankings for each group were 
generalized to distinguish between the four more seriously evaluated and four 
less seriously evaluated problem areas, then some correspondence between 
groups did occur. In fact, older Nebraskans demonstrated a ranking 
of problems comparable to older Hispanics (though with greatly different 
percentages of respondents expressing concern). 
All four groups (older Nebraskans and older Hispanics in Scottsbluff, 
Lincoln, and Omaha) rated transportation as among the top four problems in 
seriousness for themselves. Three of the four groups considered employment 
and crime to be among the top four problems for themselves (the exceptions 
being Omaha for employment and Lincoln for crime). Two groups--Omaha and 
Lincoln older Hispanics--considered education to be among the four most 
serious problems for themselves. Surprisingly, discrimination appeared among 
the top four problem areas (by ranking) only for the older Omaha Hispanic 
group. However, although a comparability among groups was demonstrated when 
problem areas were rank-ordered, the percentages of respondents evaluating 
the problem areas as serious were vastly different among groups. 
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TABLE 58 
COMPARISON OF SERIOUSNESS OF PROBLEM AREAS 
BETWEEN OLDER HISPANIC GROUPS AND OLDER NEBRASKANS 
II Ill /land Ill 
Somewhat 
Not Somewhat Very and Very 
Problem Area Older Groups Serious Serious Serious Serious 
(Percent) {Percent) (Percent) (Percent) 
Education Scottsbluff Hispanics 33 14 53 67 
Lincoln Hispanics 68 22 11 32 
Omaha Hispanics 49 26 25 51 
Nebraskans 95 5 1 6 
Employment Scottsbluff Hispanics 25 12 64 75 
Lincoln Hispanics 64 31 6 36 
Omaha Hispanics 74 21 5 26 
Nebraskans 91 7 2 9 
Housing Scottsbluff Hispanics 21 13 66 79 
Lincoln Hispanics 79 13 8 21 
Omaha Hispanics 88 13 0 13 
Nebraskans 94 4 1 5 
Transportation Scottsbluff Hispanics 31 9 60 69 
Lincoln Hispanics 72 8 21 28 
Omaha Hispanics 55 21 24 45 
Nebraskans 88 9 3 12 
Health Scottsbluff Hispanics 33 12 55 67 
Lincoln Hispanics 84 13 3 16 
Omaha Hispanics 70 19 11 30 
Nebraskans 84 13 3 16 
Crime Scottsbluff Hispanics 25 8 66 75 
Lincoln Hispanics 83 11 6 17 
Omaha Hispanics 64 23 13 36 
Nebraskans 86 11 3 14 
Discrimination Scottsbluff Hispanics 33 12 55 67 
Lincoln Hispanics 76 16 8 24 
Omaha Hispanics 65 22 14 36 
Nebraskans 93 3 1 4 
Recreation Scottsbluff Hispanics 40 12 48 60 
Lincoln Hispanics 71 15 15 30 
Omaha Hispanics 76 24 0 24 
Nebraskans 92 7 1 8 
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General Life Attitudes 
Finally, three questions were asked of respondents concerning their 
general life attitudes. The responses to those questions were compared 
among the Hispanic groups and between the older Hispanics and other older 
Nebraskans. (See Table 59.) 
As an indicator of activity involvement and satisfaction with tho~e 
activities, the question was asked if respondents had enough, not enough, 
or too much to do. Omaha's older Hispanics appeared the most satisfied 
with their activities among the Hispanic groups. However, when the older 
Hispanics were compared to other older Nebraskans, the Hispanics were 
far less pleased with their activities. Approximately four times as many 
older Hispanics in Scottsbluff and Lincoln said they hadn't enough to do 
as did older Nebraskans. Overall, nearly twice as many Omaha Hispanics 
and three times as many Scottsbluff and Lincoln Hispanics expressed 
dissatisfaction with their activity patterns as compared to other older 
Nebraskans. Those experiencing unsatisfactory levels of activity were 
likely to be those with problems related to interaction and/or those 
expressing a greater concern for certain other problem areas. 
Also related to interaction was the question of how frequently 
respondents felt lonely. A greater proportion of Omaha and, particularly, 
Scottsbluff Hispanics often felt lonely than did other older Nebraskans. 
Finally, the general question was asked, "How satisfied are you with 
your life today?" As compared to older Nebraskans, fewer older Hispanics 
were very or fairly satisfied with their lives, particularly in Scottsbluff. 
A small but significant proportion of older Hispanics stated that they were 
not at all satisfied with life while none of the older Nebraskans selected 
that extreme category. The greater proportions of older Hispanics who were 
less than satisfied with their lives would appear to correspond to the 
greater proportions encountering financial, interaction, and other problems 
cited earlier in the report. 
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TABLE 59 
COMPARISON OF GENERAL LIFE ATTITUDES 
AMONG OLDER HISPANIC GROUPS AND OLDER NEBRASKANS 
Scottsbluff Lincoln Omaha Older 
Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Older Hispanics Nebraskans 
How satisfied are you 
with your life? 
Very 48 63 58 55 
Fairly 30 25 30 39 
Not very 17 8 11 8 
Not at all 5 5 1 0 
How often do you 
feel lonely? 
Never 32 53 39 48 
Sometimes 41 38 46 42 
Often 27 10 15 9 
Do you think you have 
enough to do? 
Too much 21 23 24 10 
Enough 46 48 68 81 
Not enough 33 30 8 8 
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APPENDIX I 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
The data base of this report results from personal interviews 
conducted with older Omaha Hispanics during May and June of 1979 and with 
older Hispanics in Lincoln and Scottsbluff during March through May of 
1980. The data base consists of the responses of survey subjects to questions 
concerned with their attitudes, opinions, and evaluations of problem areas, 
selected services, and public programs of relevance to themselves and their 
communities. The survey data also establish the demographic and residential/ 
environmental characteristics of the older Hispanic population. The needs 
and desires of the three older Hispanic populations were determined through 
the analysis of that data base. 
The Survey Instrument and Procedure 
The survey instrument was designed in close consultation with Nebraska's 
Mexican-American Commission and the Commission on Aging. The questionnaire 
was designed to be comparable to an earlier statewide survey of older citizens 
(Research Associates, 1978a and b). The instrument was translated into 
vernacular Spanish by Hispanics from each of the areas being s~rveyed. (See 
Appendix II.) 
The questionnaire was administered by bilingual Hispanic interviewers 
who were given several training sessions in the techniques and pitfalls of 
interviewing. Because several of the interviewers werew£.11-known and/or 
leaders in the Hispanic community, care was taken to preclude their inter-
viewing their own friends and acquaintances to insure the anonymity of 
respondents so that honest and uninhibited responses would result. 
The questionnaires were printed in both English and Spanish. Respondents 
were encouraged to select the language in which they were most comfortable 
conversing, and that preferred language version of the questionnaire was 
administered to the respondent. Data gathered by interviewers were verified 
through a callback procedure by project supervisors. 
Selection of Respondents and Size of Respondent Group 
Selection of a sample of respondents requires knowledge of the population 
size of a group. Unfortunately, determination of the population of older 
121 
Hispanics at the survey locations (or of all Hispanics) in 1979 was imprecise 
at best. The most recent and reliable age-categorized data on Hispanics are 
from the 1970 Census figures. Comparable data will not be available until 
the 1980 Census figures are published in 1982 or 1983. That unavailability 
of data, coupled with the existence of Hispanic residents "without papers," 
precluded the accurate determination of the population size of older Omaha 
Hispanics in 1979. Therefore, "scientific" sampling from the population of 
older Omaha Hispanics was virtually impossible. Consequently, the identifi-
cation of potential respondents was accomplished through a non-random 
availability technique whereby community leaders, service providers, and 
respondents volunteered the names of older persons. 
After eliminating incomplete interviews and several intervielvs --,With 
persons of less than 60 year~s of age, the sample size amounted to 97 
respondents in Scottsbluff, 80 in Omaha, and 40 in Lincoln. 
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Name __________ ~---------------------------------------------
Address _______________________________ _ 
Record type of housing 
1. House 
2. Aparunent/duplex 
3. Apartment/duplex for senior citizens 
4. Mobile home 
S. Rented room 
6 Boarding house, hotel 
7. Other I Specify I 
Knock on door or ring bell. When answered say: 
Pe~onNo. --------------------~----
Area No. 
"Hello, l'm= _________________ working for-the Nebraska Mexican Ameriyan Commission.'' -
Buenos dias yo soy estoy trabajando para Ia comision rnejicana-srnericana de Nebraska. 
Is:----:;c-----------~at home? 
I. Es'bi' en casa? 
If NO say, 
We would like to ask him/her some questions about life in Scottsbluff/Gering so that we can improve services for older 
Mexican Americans. Can you tell me when he/she will be home? 
Queremos hacerle algunu preguntu tcerca de Ia vida diaria en Scottsbluff/Gering, para poder mejorar los servicios para 
los Mejicanos de edad mayor (60 ~mas) de aqu£ t Me puede decir cuando estani' en casa? 
Make an arrangement to return later. 
If YES say' 
We would like you to tell us what you do and what services you need so that Scottsbluff/Gering will be a better place for 
older Mexican Americans to live. 
Deseamos que usted nos diga que haec usted y que nos c:liga cuales servicios necesita, para que Scottsbluff/Gering sea 
rnejor Iugar donde los Mejicanos de edad anciana puedan vivir, 
PART I I'd like to uk you questions about your activities and needs. 
Ahora, quillera saber alqo acerca de RJI actividadeo y neceoidadeo. 
1. On the whole, how satisfied are you with your life today? 
4, Generalmente, que' tan oatiofecho eota Ud. con R1 vida hoy? 
Read choices 
2. How often do you feel lone! y1 
.i Con cuanta frccuencia oe oiente Ud. solo? 
Read choices I 
3. Do you feel you have: too much to do, enough to do, or 
not enough to do? 
Sientc Ud. que tiene 
4. What kinds of activities do you enjoy at your home? 
How often? 
~ Que claseo de actividades disfruta en su hogar1 
i. Que tanto? 
Activity 
Actividad 
Very Fairly Not Very Not At All 
Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied 
muy unpoco nomuy 
oatisfecho aatisfecho oatiofecho deoatiofecho 
1 
Often 
con' mucha 
frecuencia 
3 
Too Much 
To Do 
demasiado 
quehacer 
1 
2 
Sometimes 
algunas 
veces 
2 
Enough 
To Do 
suficiente 
quehacer 
2 
How often? 
Daily Weekly Monthly 
' d Cuantas Veccs? 
Diarlo Semanal Mensual 
1 2 3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 4 
Never 
nunca 
1 
Not Enough 
To Do 
muypoco 
quehacer 
3 
Other 
(Specify) 
Otro 
(espccifique) 
4 ____ _ 
4 ____ _ 
4· ___ _ 
4 ____ _ 
If no answer, ask uHow about hobbies, How often? 
reading, TV, gardening?" Other 
Activity Daily Weekly Monrhly (Specify) 
. 
1, Cuantas V eces1 
Otro 
Aalvi<Ud Diario Semanal Memual (especifique) 
S. What kinds of activities do you enjoy away 1 2 3 4 
from your home? How often? 1 2 3 4 
.! En qu~ actividades se divierte Ud. fuera 1 2 3 4 
delhopr1 1 2 3 4 
List 
If no ~swer, ask "How about visiting, picnics 
and outings, sports, eating out, church activities, 
hobbies, entertainment, clubs?" 
6. What orher activities would you enjoy if 1 2 3 4 
you could? How often? 1 2 3 4 
t Qu~ otros acdvidades qusiera Ud. hacer 1 2 3 4 
si pudicra1 1 2 3• 4 
List 
7. Can you read Spanish, English, both? Neirher o ninguno 1 
. "' Espanol t Puedelcer Espanol, lngles, o los dos1 Spanish 2 
English Ingles 3 
If neither, go to 11 Both o los do1 4 
Yes No 
' 7A. Do you read newspapers regularly? Sl No 
~ Le~ ud periO'dicos regularmente? 1 2 
Yes No 
' 8. Are any of rhem printed in Spanish? Si No 
. , . 
J Lo que lee usted, es en Espanol1 1 2 
If Yes Which? 1. t Cuales1 2. 
3. 
Yes No 
I 9. Do you read magazines regularly? Si No 
. ' . t Lee ud, revutas regularmente? 1 2 
Yes No 
Are any of them printed in Spanish? ' 10. Si No 
' . ,. ;. Lo que lee usted, es en Espanol? 1 2 
If Yes Which? 1. 
i,cuales? 2 .. 
3. 
11. Do you listen to radio regularly? 
. ' 6 Escucha el radio rqularmente? 
12. Are any programs in Spanish 1 .., 
• I 
l Son aJ&unos de estos proJrBDlU en Espanol? 
jjlfYes I Which? !. __________ _ 6 Cuale1? 2. __________ _ 
3. ________ _ 
13. Do you watch TV reguhirly? 
l Mira usted Ia televisiO"n regularmente? 
14. Are any programs in Spanish? _, 
' ~ I t Son algunos de estos programas en Espanol? 
If Yes W?ich? !. ___________ _ 
t.Cuales? 2. __________ _ 
3. _________ _ 
15. Do you have a telephone in your home? 
. ' t Tiene Ud. tclcfono en su casa? 
Yes 
/ 
Si 
I 
Yes 
s( 
1 
Yes 
s{ 
I 
Yes 
s( 
I 
Yes 
/ 
Si 
1 
16. How often do you get out of your home? 
t, Con ru:anta frequencia sale ud. de su residenciat 
Almost every day 
A few tiriles a week 
A few times a- month 
Read choices Once a month· 
Several timd a year 
Once a year 
No 
No 
2 
No 
No 
2 
No 
No 
2 
No 
~0 
2 
No 
No 
2 
casi todos los dias 
algunu veces a Ia semana 
algunas veces al mes 
una vez a1 mcs 
algunu veces al ano 
una vez al ana 
Never, except for .emergencie~ · nuna~y ecepto en emergencias 
17. How do you usually get around for your 
regular cl).ores and activities? 
t Cuando va usted a atender sus ncgocios, 
c6mo va? 
Read choices; if more than one, 
number in order of their use to 
the left. 
Walk 
Take a bus 
Take a senior citizen bus 
Take a taxi 
Drive your own car 
Get driven by 
family /friends 
I 
Caminando (a pie ) 
va en autobus 
va en autobus de ancianos 
va en taxi-
va en su propio automovil 
lo Ueva un miembro de !a 
familia o un amigo 
I 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7 
1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
18. How often do relatives visit with you in your home? t Cada c:uondo lo vilita su familia en 111 hopr? 
Read choices 
19. How often do you visit with relatives in their homes? 
[ Cada c:uondo ud.-viii.ta Ill fanrllla (en Ia &:aa dedlot) 
20. H?w often do friends visit with you in your home? 
!_, Cada c:uando lo vilitan IUS amigos (en m hogar) 
21. How often do you visit with friends in their homes? 
d Cada cuando vilita ustcd a sus amigos en Ia casa de eliot? 
22. How often do you eat meals away from your home? l Cada cuando come ud. fucra deJa casar 
23. ~ith whom do you usually cat your main meal of the day~ 
t, Usualmcntc, con quie'n com<> su comi<fl! principal del dial 
Regularly 
regulartnento-. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Alone 
With spouse 
With other relativCs 
Often Seldom Never 
con con 
mucha poca 
frecuencia &cc:uencia nunca 
2 3 4 
2 3 4 
2 3 4 
2 3 4 
2 3 4 
solo/a 
con cilia tspooo/a 
con parienteJ 
Read choices With friends/neighbors con amigos/vecinos 
24. Do you know of a program in your neighborhood which 
provides hot noon meals at a public place? 
t, Sabe Ud. de al~ programa en su vecindario que sirve 
comidas calientes a medio dia, en sitios p~blicos? 
If no, go to 26 
If yes 25. H?w often have y9u eaten there? 
t Ha comido alii? 
26. How many times have you been ill in the last year? 
Other 
Y cs, regularly 
Yes, occasionally 
Yes, rarely 
No, never 
Specify otto 
Yes 
' Si 
1 
/ 
No 
No 
2 
sl1 rcgularmcntc 
si, a veces 
s( pero raramente 
no, nunca 
1 
2 
3 
4 
' "' t• Cuantas veces durante el ano pasado ha cstado enfenno? o mal de salud? ____________ _ 
Record details if relevant 
27. H,ow many times have you sought out medical services in the last year? 
t Cuantas veces durante el ailo pasado, ha ido usted por servicios m~icost ______ ..:_ _____ _ 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
'· 
28. How ma.ny times have you used these services · 
in the J .. t year? 
i Cuantu veca durante cl .;to pasado, uso 
usted eatos serv:icios~ 
.Dentilt 
Private doctor 
Medical clinic 
Medical school 
Hospital 
el dentist& 
cl doctor privlldo 
Ia clfuica m~dica 
Ia escuela m&!ica 
ei hospital 
"Curandc:ro'' 
r-1 s=-p-ec--,.ify,-., Read each Other 
el/1a "Curcndero/a" 
Otto·-----------------------
29. Did you have any problems in getting health services? 
t Tuvo Ud. problemas para obtcncr ocrviclos mcdial!cs? 
If yes, ask 30. What problems? 
' I t Que problemas? 
Availability 
Cost 
Yes 
/ 
Si 
1 
Accesibilidad 
No 
No 
2 
costo / 
tuvo probl~mas.con-elidionill 
/ 
transportadon , Wait; if no response, 
offer choices . .. 
ustar" those 
problems cited 
before choices 
Spanish speaking 
Transportation 
Long waits 
Other 
tuvo qu~apa'UIC-mw:ho pariuecibir a tendon __ _ 
otto ___________________ ___ 
were offered. 
Y<J 
31. Have you had a regular health checkup during the last year? Si 
tHa recibido un c~en fidco durante el aDo pasado? 1 
32. How do you usually pay for medical services? Cash i Como paga Ud. usualmente por los servicios medicos? Health insurance 
Medicare 
Medicaid 
Don't read choices 
There may be more than on answer Other Specify 
Not paid, yet 
3 3. H~w many times have you had legal questions or problems in the last year? 
l:lo 
No 
2 
Ill contado 1 
/ 
scguro medico 2 
medicare 3 
medicaid 4 
otto s 
no ha pagado, todavia 6 
t Cuantas vcces ha tenido preguntas o problemas legales durante el a!i'o pasado? _________________ _ 
Such as those rela.ted to contracts, program eligibility, 
mortgage, etc. 
If the person has had problems, ask' 
34. Who do you ask about legal matters? 
i, Con quien consult& Ud. acerca de cucstioncslegales? 
Don't read choices 
Lawyer 
Family 
Friends 
Priest/minister 
Doctor 
Other Specify 
con un abogado 1 
con Ia familia 2 
con amigos 3 
con un ministro/sacerdote .4 
con un doctor s 
con otto __________ 6 
If the person has not had problems, ask• 
3 S. If you had legal problems who would you consult? 
~Si Ud. tuviera problemaslepleo, eon qulen coJUU!taria? 
Don't read choices 
Lawyer 
Family 
Friends 
Priest/minister 
Doctor 
Otber Specify 
con un abogado 1 
con Ia familia 2 
conamigos 3 
con un ministro/saccrdote 4 
con un doctor s 
con otto 6 
36. H!'w many times have you used legal services in tbe last year? 
tCuantu veces u~ Ud. servicioslegales en elmo puado? _____________ _ 
If no times I 37. Why didn't you use 
legal services? 
i, Si nunca, por que no? 
Don't read choices 
38. Are you registered to vote? 
. ' t Esta Ud. registrsdo para votar? 
No legal problems 
Didn't know where to go 
No services available 
Too expensive 
Transportation problems 
Healtb problems 
Rely on family 
Otber I Specify I 
Yes 
si 
1 
Yes 
' If yes 39. Did\ynu vote in tbe'IBllt·cleo:tiour. Si 
. ' / t Voto Ud. en las ultimas eleeciones? 1 
' no existio problemalepl ~ 
no mpo a donde ir 2 
no los pude encontrar ~ 
demasiado caro 4 
problemas con transportacion ~ 
problemas con Ia salud * 
confio en Ia familia!(loo resuelvo en Ia familia) 7 
otro ________________________ ___ 
No 
No 
2 
No 
No 
2 
8 
40-42. Now I'm going to read you a list of programs and services for 40. 41. 42. 
older citizens in Scottsbluff/Gering and ask you some questions Spanish speaking 
about each one. workers available 
Ahorale voy a leer una Uota de proJ<amas y oervicios para Heard of Participated to you 
edad mayor en Scottsbluff/Gering y hacerle algunu Haoido Hubo 
preguntu: acerca de ellos. a1go del 
Participo' 
trabajadores de 
program a habla Espanol 
READ EACH SERVICE, ASK, 1. Have you heard Not 
of;(!!' YES) 2. Have you participated in it;(!!' THEY Yes No Sure Yes No NA I Yes No NA PARTICIPATED) 3. Were there Spanish speaking 
Si No Dudooo Si No NA Sl No NA workers available to work with you? 
Senior citizen's center 
ce'ntro da cdad mayor 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Social security 
Segnro Social • . . 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Meals on wheels 
Cornidas traidas a su cua . 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Food stamps 
Estampas de aUmehto (o eupones) 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Home repair service for elderly (handyman) 
Reparamic'rito de hagar para edad mayor 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Programs assisting in winterizing & insulating homes for 
older Americans 
Programas para ancianos su casa contra el invierno • 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Programs assisting in homemaker/chores for senior citizens 
Programas para ayudarlo con los que haceres de Ia casa 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Senior citizen's discounts 
Descuentos para edad mayor . 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVr>. 
Programa de edad mayor retirados voluntaries 1 2 3 I 2 8 1 2 8 
Home health care programs 
Programu de salud en el hogar 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Telephone reassurance program 
I 
Programas donde usted puede recibir ayuda por telefono • 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Handibus transportation for senior citizens 
Transportacio'n para edad mayor 1 2 3 I 2 8 1 2 8 
Supplementary Security Income sar or SSI 
Dinero suplementario del estado (o SSI) 1 2 3 I 2 8 1 2 8 
Welfare programs 
Programas de asistencia publica 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Friendly visitor 
Visitantes amigos . 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Housing rehabilitation assistance 
Rehabilitaci~n asistencia de casas 1 2 3 1 2 8 1 2 8 
Other 
Otto 1 2 3 I 2 8 1 2 8 
43. I am going to read a list of problems that the community leaders often 
feel are serious. Please tell me how serious you think these problems arc 
for the Scottsbluff/Gering Hispanic community. Not at all seriow:, 
somewhat serious, or very serious. These are problems for the 
community itself. 
I.e voy a leer una lista de problemu que Iiden de Ia comunidad 
crccn que !idtneriot. Por favor dipme que tan oerios cree Ud. que 
son estos problema para Ia comunidad Hispana de Scottsbluff/Gering. 
Estos problemas son para la comunidad misma en general. 
Stress ''Community" 
Are language problems not at all serious, somewhat serious, or Not At All 
ve.ry serious in Scottsbluff/Gering? Serious 
/, Son los problemas de idioma: No son serios, son un poco scrios, Noes 
muy serios en Scottsbluff/Gering? Serio 
Langu:~.ge 
Idio'ma 1 
• Services for older persons 
Servicios para ancianos • 1 
• Alcohol over-use 
Alcoholi~mo 1 
Education 
' Educacion 1 
Youth activities 
Actividades de juvcnW'd 1 
Losing the Mexican/Hispanic culture 
Perdiendo Ia cultura Mejicana/Hispana • 1 
Housing 
' Habitacion/casa 1 
Recreation 
.I Recreacmn . 1 
Crime/safety / 
Crimen/seguridad/proteccion . 1 
Drug use 
Drogas 1 
Transportation 
I 
Transportacion 1 
Employment 
Trabajo . 1 
Health care I 
Servicios medicos . I 
Discrimination 
Discriminacion I 
Getting welfare services 
Adquiriendo servicios de acistencia publica 1 
Law enforcement 
Servicios de Ia policia 1 
Somewhat Very Not 
Serious Serious Applicable 
Es Un Poco Muy NoEs 
Serio Serio Aplicablc 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
44. I'm going to read the problems again and I want you to tell me 
which ones have been most serious for you. 
Le voy a leer Ia list& otra vez y le voy a pedir que Ud. 
diga cualcs son los mas scrios para Ud. 
Stress "for you" 
Arc language problems not at aU serious, somewhat serious, 
o~ very serious for you? 
l Son los problemas de idioma: no son serio1, 100 un poco 
scrios, muy serios en Scottsfluff/Gerina:i 
Language 
Idio~a 
·-Services for older persons 
Servicios para ancianos 
• · Alcohol over-use 
Alcohollimo 
"Education 1 
Educacion 
· Youth activities 
Actividades de juventU'd 
· Losing the Mexican/Hispanic culture 
Perdiendo Ia cultura Mejicana/Hispana . 
· Housing 
I 
Hahitacion/casa 
• Recreation 
Recreacio"n . 
• Crime/safety / 
Crimen/seguridad/proteccion . 
·Drugs 
Drogas ·~ 
· Transportation 1 
Tr.imsportacion 
Employment 
Trabajo 
· Health care / 
Servicios medicos. 
· Discrimination 
I 
Discriminacion 
• Getting welfare services 
Adquiriendo servicios de acistcncia publica 
Law enforcement 
Senricios de la policia 
Not At All 
Serious 
NoEs 
Serio 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Somewhat Very Not 
Serious Serious Applieable 
Es UnPoco Muy NoEs 
Serio Serio Aplieable 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
2 3 8 
PART II Sta.te Now, I'd like to ask you a few questions about your residence. 
Ahora, quisiera hacerle aJsunaa prequntas aeerca de su rc:sidencia. 
4S. How long have you lived at this addrc:ss? _________ -Jears 
t eu.:Oto tiempo ha vivido Ud. en eate domlcillo? _________ _ 
46. \\?>ere did you live last? 
1, Donde vivio ud. ultimamente? 
Read choices 
Same neighborhood in Scottsbluff/Gering 
en d mismo barrio o vecinl~ en Scottsbluff/Gering 
Other neighborhood in Scottsbluff/Gering I Specify 
en otto barrio en Scottsbluff/Gering---------------
Outside of Scottsbluff/Gering I Specify 
Fuera de Scottsbluff/Gering, __________________ _ 
Outside of state I Specify 
Fueraddestado~~====~------------------------------
Outside of country Specify 
fueradelp~-------------------------
Numbers 4 7 and 48 omitted 
49. Did you have trouble finding your present residence? 
d_ Tuvo ud. problemas para hallar su hogar, cuando andaba buscando casa? 
Yes 
' Si 
1 
No 
No 
2 
I If yes I SO. W~at trouble did you have? 
t Que problemas tuvo? 
Availability 
Cost 
Accc:ssibilidad (no suficientc:s casas) 
Ethnic neighborhood 
Discrimination 
Cos to , 
Barrio etnico 
Discriminacio'n Wait; if no response, offer 
choices ... "Star" those 
problems cited before 
chOices \vere offered. 
Other Specify Otto ________________ _ 
Sl. Do you own the residence you live in? 
} Es ud du.;:;o (propietario) de !a residencia donde vive? 
If yes I 52. WJtat are your total housing costs per month? 
Yes 
s[ 
1 
No 
No 
2 
6 Cuanto son los pagos mensuales para su hogar? ________________ _ 
53. Have you heard of the homestead tax exemption? 
d Ha oldo algo acerca de !a deduccion de impuesto de propiedad? 
If yes 53 A. H~ve you applied for the homestead tax exemption? 
Yes 
sf 
1 
~ Ha ud aplicado por !a deduccion de impuesto de propiedad? 
54. W~at are your rental costs per month? 
~ Cuanto paga de renta mensualmente? __________ ___ 
55. Does this include utilities? 
b Incluye esto:.lat utilidades public4s,.. 
YeJ 
Si 
1 
Yes 
si 
1 
No 
No 
2 
No 
No 
2 
No 
No 
2 
1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
PART III State Now I'd like to ask a few questions about you. 
Ahara, qulsiera haccrle unas prequntas hacerca de usted. 
Record whether male or female 56. Male 
Female 
masculino 
fcmenino 
57. How old were you on your last birthday?_--. ______ years 
. - . d Que edad tuvo Ud. en m compleanos mas reciente? ____ _ 
58. Are you single, married, widowed, divorced or separated? 
~ Es Ud soltero/a, casado/a, viudo/a, divorciado/a, separsdo/a? 
59. Afe you head of your household? 
J Es Ud el jefe de !a cssa? 
60. What are your living arrangements? 
; Cuales son sus disposicio'ncs vivientd 
Yes 
' Si 
1 
Do you live alone d Vive Ud solo/a? 
con su esposo/a? 
con sus hijos? 
No 
No 
2 
1 
2 
Single 
Married 
Widowed 
Divorced 
Separated 
with husband or wife 
with your children 
with other relatives 
with friends 
con otros parientes (familiares)? 
con amigos? 
soltero/a 
casado/a 
viudo/a 
divorciado/a 
separado/a 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Other I Specify otro _____________________ ~~ 
61. How many in household? 
. / 
& Cuantos viven en Ia casa? 
/ 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
62. 'Vhat is your employment status? 
t!. Trahaja Ud. ahara? 
Are you currently working 
unemployed 
retired 
Si, esta emplesdo 1 
If working 
[ If retired 
No, esta desemplesdo? 2 
No, retirado? 3 
Never worked outside the home No, nunca ha trahajsdo fuera de !a casa 4 
63. Hpw many hours per week do you work? 
t! Cuantas horas por semana trabaja usted por pago? --------
63A. What is your job/what do you do? 
~ [le que consiste su trabajo? (Que clue de trabajo ace Ud?) ------------
63B. Who is your employer? 
t Quien es su emplesdor? 
64. What was your job/what did you do? 
t Que era su trahajo cuando estaba empleado/a? 
(Que era lo que hasia?) 
64A. Who was your employer? t Quien era IU emplesdor? ________________________ _ 
Yes 
/ 
65. J:?id you ever attend school? Si 
J. Ha atcndido alpna escuela? 1 
If no, go to question 67 
6SA. What was the last year of school you completed? 
~ Cual fue el ultimo pado de cacucla que cumpUo ud.? 
No formal education 
Kindergarten thru 6 
If there is a 7 thru 9 
problem ask Some high school 
how many Trade school 
years of Completed high school (12 years) 
formal Post high school business or trade school 
education. Some college 
Completed college 
Advanced college degree 
Other Specify 
66. \'{here did you •}tend school? 
t Donde asistio ud. a Ia cacuela? 
u.s. 
Mexico 
Other 
67. Where were you born? u.s. 
• • l Donde nacio ud? 
Mexico 
Other 
68. When you refer to your ethnic heritage, 
h?w do you identify yourself? , 
d Cuando sc reficre ud. a su grupo ctnico . 
como se identifica Ud.~ 
Specify state(s) 
Specify 
Specify 
Specify state(s) 
I Specify 
I Specify I 
Hispanic 
Chicano 
Mexican-American 
No 
No 
2 
no fui- a Ia escuela 
kinder- 6 
7-9 
,./ 
alqunos anos de secundaria 
cscuela tecnica 
/ "' cumpli eacuela secundaria (12 anos) 
/ 
escuela tecnica despues de escucla secundaria 
alquna universidad 
me qradue de Ia universidad 
diploma a anzado de Ia univcrsidad 
1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
otto ________________ 11 
E.U. 
Mejico 
otto 
E.U. 
Mejico 
Otto 
Hispano/a? 
Chicano/a? 
Mejicano/a-Amcricano/a? 
1 
2 
3 
Other I Specify otto _______________________ 4 
Read choices 
69. What is your religion? 
. ' 
,! Cual cs su religion? 
Catholic 
Protestant 
Other 
None 
Specify 
Specify 
' Catolica 
Protcstante ----------------
otta --------------------------------~ 
ninquna 
If cite religion 70. What religious activities do you participate in regularly? 
; En que actividades religiosas participa Ud. rcgularmente '; 
1 
2. 
3 
4 
71. What is your weekly/monthly income? J Cu~ essu oalario (o ingreso) 1Cmonallmemual1 Weekly Monthly 
72. What arc your sources of income? J De donde rccibc ru ingreso) 
There may be more than 
one answer. 
Read choices 
Earnings 
Savings 
Social security 
Other retirement funds 
Family 
Welfare 
oemarud __________________ _ 
menoual ________________ ___ 
los ingresos (oalario) 
los ahorros 
cl scguro social 
los fondos de rctiramicnto 
Ia familia 
asistcncia publica 
1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
Other Specify otro --------------------------- 7 
73. Is there anything else about your life in Scottsbluff/Gering that you would like to change, or any services that you could 
usc? j Hay alguna otra co .. accrca de ou vida en Scottsbluff/Gering que Ud. dCIC& camblar o hay algunos otros ICrvicios que Ud. 
neccsita usar? 
Wait 
Thank you very much for taking the time to help us. 
/ 
Muchisimas gracias par su ayuda. 
THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE TAKING A CENSUS OF ALL U.S. RESIDENTS IN APRIL. PLEASE COOPERATE 
BY FILLING OUT THE FORMS DELIVERED TO YOU.IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE FILLING OUT THE FORMS, YOU 
CAN RECEIVE HELP FROM THE MEXICAN AMERICAN COMMISSION (635-<>541). 
EL GOVIERNO BAA LEVANTAR UN CONCENSO DE TODOS LOS RESIDENTES DEWS EST ADOS UNIDOS EN 
ABRIL. PORFAVORCOOPERE EN LLENARLAS FORMAS DEUVERADASA USTED. SITIENEPROBLEMAS 
AL LLENAR LAS FORMAS, USTED PUEDE RECIBIR ALLUDA POR LA COMICION MEXICANA·AMERICANA; 
(635-0541) 
